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CONSTITOTION OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 



Adopted in Convention at Springfield, May 13th, A. D. 1870. 



Ratified by the People July 2, 1870; in force Auguet 8, 1870; 
amended in 1878. 1880. 1884, and 1886. 



PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of the State of Illinois — grateful to Almighty God 
for the civil, political and religious liberty which He hath so long 
permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing upon our 
endeavors to secure and transmit the same unimpaired to succeed- 
ing generations — in order to form a more perfect government, estab- 
lish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the State of Illinois. 



ARTICLE I. 

boundaries. 

The boundaries and jurisdiction of the State shall be as follows,. 
to- wit: Beginning at the mouth of the Wabash river; thence up 
the same, and with the line of Indiana to the northwest corner of 
said State; thence east, with the line of the same State, to the 
middle of Lake Michigan; thence north along the middle of said 
lake to north latitude forty-two degrees and thirty minutes; thence 
west to the middle of the Mississippi river, awd t»t^^\ivi^ ^^y^x^ "?iSs>{v^'i^ 
the middle of that river to its conflueiice m\,\\ \)c^^ ^\iv^ Tvs'et^ ^2s\*^ 
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thence up the latter river along its northwestern shore to the place 
of beginning: Provided, that this State shall exercise such juris- 
diction upon the Ohio river as she is now entitled to, or such as 
may hereafter be agreed upon by this State and the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

AKTICLE II. 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

I i- iV'^'Tr^^ '''"^ IimlitMiablo lliglits. § 12. imprisonment for Debt. 

I 2. J)ii(a>roeess of Law. ,, ^ , § 13. Compensation for Property Taken. 

I .3. Lib(M-ty of Conscience Guarairte.^.d. , § 14. Ex Post Facto Laws-Contracts- Irre- 

I 4. Fr<Midom of •speech— Libel. . vocai)le Grants 

I 5. Ki^-ht of Trial by Jury. § 15. Military Subordiiiate to CivU Power. 

I 6. Un.roaBonable -parches and Seizures. : § ic. guartering of Soldiers. 

I I' i^'4'. Allowed-Writ of Habeas Corpus. , § 17. gig^t of Assembly and Petition. 

8 8. Indictment Requu-ed-Grand Jury. ; § i^. Elections to be Free and EciuaL 

I .?/ &'^i^^? ^^ Persons Accused of Crime. § 19. Protection of the law. 

I 10. Self-C'rimmation-Acquittal. | § 20. Fundamental l>rinciples. 

f 11. Penalties no Corruption of Blood or ' 
Forfeiture of Estate. 

§ 1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have cer- 
tain inherent and inalienable rights — among these are life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. To secure these rights and the pro- 
tection of property, governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed. 

§ 2. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property with- 
out due process of law. , 

§ 3. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship, without discrimination, shall forever be guaranteed ; and no 
person shall be denied any civil or political right, privilege or capacity 
on account of his religious opinions ; but the liberty of conscience 
hereby secured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or 
affirmations, excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices incon- 
sistent with the peace or safety of the State. No person shall be 
required to attend or support any ministry or place of worship against 
bis consent, nor shall any preference be given by law to any religious 
denomination or mode of worship. 

§ 4, Every person may freely speak, write and publish on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty; and in all 
trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the truth, when published 
with good motives and for justifiable ends, shall be a sufficient 
•defense. 

§ 5. The right of trial by jury, as heretofore enjoyed, shall remain 
inviolate ; but the trial of civil cases before justices of the peace, by 
a jury of less than twelve men, may be authorized by law. 

§ 6. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated ; and no warrant shall issue without pr(»bable cause, 
supported by affidavit, particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

§ 7. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except 

for capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption 

great; and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 

suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public 

^^fety may require it. 



S 8. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense, 
unless on indictment of a grand jury, except in cases in which the 
punishment is by fine, or imprisonment otherwise than in the peni- 
tentiary, in cases of impeachment, and in cases arising in the army 
and navy, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war 
or public danger: Provided^ that the grand jury may be abolished 
by law in all cases. 

§ 9. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right 
to. appear and defend in person and by council ; to demand the 
nature and cause of the accusation, and to have a copy thereof ; to 
meet the witnesses face to face, and to have process to compell the 
attendance of witnesses in his behalf, and a speedy public trial by 
an impartial jury of the county or district in which the offense is 
alleged to have been committed. 

§ 10. No person shall be compelled in eny criminal case to give 
evidence against himself, or be twice put in jeopardy for the same 
offense. 

§ 11. All penalties shall be proportioned to the nature of the 
offense; and no conviction shall work corruption of blood or for- 
feiture of estate ; nor shall any person be transported out of the 
State for any offense committed within the same. 

§ 12. No person shall be imprisoned for debt, unless upon refusal 
to deliver up his estate for the benefit of his creditors, in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law; or in cases where there is 
strong presumption of fraud. 

§ 13. Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public 
use without just compensation. Such compensation, when not made 
by the State, shall be ascertained by a jury, as shall be prescribed 
by law. The fee of land taken for railroad tracks, without consent 
of the owners thereof, shall remain in such owners, subject to the 
use for which it is taken. 

§ 14, No ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts, or making any irrevocable grant of special privileges or 
immunities, shall be passed. 

§ 15. The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil 
power. 

§ 16. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war except 
in the manner prescribed by law. 

§ 17. The people have the right to assemble in a peaceable 
manner to consult for the common good, to make known their 
opinions to their representatives, and to apply for redress of griev- 
ances. 

§ 18. All elections shall be free and equal. 

§ Ic. Every person ought to find a certain remedy in the laws 
for all injuries and wrongs which he may receive in his person, 
property, or reputation ; he ought to obtain, by law, right and justice 
freely, and without being obliged to purchase it, completely and 
without denial, promptly and without delay. 



§ 20. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of oivil 
government is absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of 
liberty. 

ARTICLE III. 

DISTRIBUTION OF P0W8R8. 

The powers of the government of this State are divided into thre» 
distinct departments — the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial; and 
no person, or collection of persons, being one of these departments, 
shall exercise any power properly belonging to either of the others, 
except as hereinafter expressly directed or permitted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

LEGISHTIVE DEPART MR NT, 

1. General ABaHmbly. 5 17, Payment of Money-Slatemont of Ex- 






6. OalJofpfllcera. 



ailowanoe. 



aenatorial Apportionment. »•■ SS'"L'^„ i wnl '!2,'i;''i£^f..« 

7 anrf « liuniSanntjiHirBa— (TnnTii.riitHi-o 1 21, Pay ftDcl MileaKe Of Membera. 

9. Time of Meetine— GBneral Rules. ^S, Aealnst Release from Liabill^. 



Proceedings on Impi 
fuel, Stadoaerr, anc 
State not to be Sued. 
Lottei 



12! nXin HnrtP^HnjK. nf Rflls ^- LotterieH Bnd CHtt Enterprises, 

Is nf Ml. ml 10™ 9*. ConceminiT RoadB— Public and Private. 

>8 of Members. ^^ DraininttTud Ditching. 

32. Homestead and Exemptioo Laws. 

3S. Completion of the State House. 

§ 1. The legislative power shall be vested in a general assembly, 
ivhich shall consist of a senate and house of representatives, botb 
to be elected by the people. 

ELECTION. 

§ 2. An election for members of the general assembly shall b& 
held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and 
every two years thereafter, in each county, at such places therein 
as may be provided by law. When vacancies occur in either house, 
the governor, or person exercising the powers of governor, shaU 
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

ELIGIBILITY AND OATH. 

§ 3. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained 
the age of twenty-five years, or a representative who shall not have 
attained the age of twenty-one years. Mo person shall be a senator 
or a representative who shall not be a citizen of the United Statea 
and who shall not have been for five years a resident of this State, 
and for two years next preceding his election a resident within the 
territory forming the district from which he is elected. No judge or 
clerk of any court, secretary of state, attorney general, state's- 
attorney, recorder, sheriff, or collector of public revenue, members 
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of either house of congress, or person holding any lucrative office 
under the United States or this State, or any foreign government^ 
shall have a seat in the general assembly : Provichdy that appoint- 
ments in the militia, and the offices of notary public and justice of 
the peace, shall not be considered lucrative. Nor shall any person 
holding any office of honor or profit under any foreign government, 
or under the government of the United States, (except postmasters- 
whose annual compensation does not exceed the sum of three hun- 
dred dollars) hold any office of honor or profit under the authority 
of this State. 

§ 4. No person who has been, or hereafter shall be convicted of 
bribery, perjury or other infamous crime, nor any person who haa 
been or may be a collector or holder of public moneys, who shall 
not have accounted for and paid over, according to law, all such 
moneys due from him, shall be eligible to the general assembly, or 
to any office of profit or trust in this State. 

§ 5. Members of the general assembly, before they enter upon 
their official duties, shall take and subscribe the following oath or 
aflBrmatiou : 

•*I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United State » 
and the constitution of the State of Illinois, and will faithfully discharge the duties of sena- 
tor <or representative) according to the best of my ability; and that I have not knowingly or 
intentionally paid or contributed anything, or made any promise in the nature of a bribe, to- 
directly or indirectly influence any vote at the election at which I was chosen to All the said 
office, and have not accepted, nor will I accept or receive, directly or indirectly, any money 
or other valuable thing from any corporation, company or person for any vote or influence' 
1 may give or withhold on any bill, resolution or appropriation, or for any other official act." 

This oath shall be administered by a judge of the supreme or 
circuit court in the hall of the house to which the member is elected^ 
and the secretary of state shall record and file the oath subscribed 
by each member. Any member who shall refuse to take the oath 
herein prescribed shall forfeit his office, and every member who 
shall be convicted of having swora falsely to, or of violating, his 
said oath, shall forfeit his office and be disqualified thereafter from 
holding any office of profit or trust in this State. 

APPORTIONMENT — SENATORIAL. 

§ 6. The general assembly shall apportion the State every tea 
years, beginning with the year one thousand eight hundred and. 
seventy-one, by dividing the population of the State, as ascertained 
by the federal census, by the number fifty-one, and the quotient 
shall be the ratio of representation in the senate. The State shall 
be divided into fifty-one senatorial districts, each of which shall 
elect one senator, whose term of office shall be four years. The 
senators elected m the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-two, in districts bearing odd numbers, shall vacate- 
their offices at the end of two years, and those elected in districts 
bearing even numbers at the end of four years; and vacancies oc- 
curring by the expiration of term shall be filled by the election of 
senators for the full term. Senatorial districts shall be formed of 
contiguous and compact territory, bounded by county lines, and 
contain as near as practicable an equal number of inhabitants ; but 
no district shall contain less than four-fifths ot t»\\^ ^^x^^WtSaJs. ^"^^^^^ 
Counties containing not less than the raWo «k»\idi \>ax^^-\<^xv£N^^ '^^^^ 
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te divided into separate districts, and shall be entitled to two sen- 
ators, and to one additional senator for each number of inhabitants 
^qual to the ratio contained by such counties in excess of twice the 
number of said ratio. 

REPRESEKTATIVES. 

§ 7. The population of the State, as ascertained by tha federal 
census, shall be divided by the number one hundred and fifty- 
three, and the quotient shall be the ratio of representation in the 
house of representatives. Every county or district shall be en- 
titled to one representative, when its population is three-fifths of 
the ratio; if any county has less than three-fifths of the ratio, it 
^ shall be attached to the adjoining county having the least popu- 
^ lation, to which no other county has, for the same reason, been 
5 attached, and the two shall constitute a separate district. Every 
g county or district having a population not less than the ratio and 
S three-fifths, shall be entitled to two representatives, and for each 
ft additional number of inhabitants, equal to the ratio, one repre- 
»^ s^ntative. Counties having over two hundred thousand inhabi- 
:& tants, may be divided into districts, each entitled to not less than 

three nor more than five representatives. After the year one 

1 thousand eight hundred and eighty, the whole population shall be 
^ divided bv the number one hundred and fifty-nine, and the quo- 

o tient shall be the ratio of representation in the house of repre- 
o sentatives for the ensuing ten years, and six additional represen- 
8 tatives shall be added for every five hundred thousand increase 
^ of population at each decennial census thereafter, and be appor- 
^ tioned in the same manner as above provided. 

> § 8. When a county or district shall have a fraction of popu- 
':§ lation above what shall entitle it to one representative, or more, 
S according to the provisions of the foregoing section, amounting to 
o one fifth of the ratio, it shall be entitled to one additional repre- 
ss tentative in the fifth term of each decennial period; when such- 
fracfcion is two-fifths of the ratio, it shall be entitled to an addi- 
tional representative in the fourth and fifth terms of said period; 
when the fraction is three-fifths of the ratio, it shall be entitled 
to an additional representative in the first, second and third 
terms, respectively; when a fraction is four-fifths of the ratio, it 
shall be entitled to an additional representative in the first, 
second, third and fourth terms, respectively. 

Note.— By the adoption of minority representation. §§ 7 and 8 of this article, above set 
forth, cease to be a part of the constitution. Under § 12 of the schedule, and the vote of 
Adoption, the following section relating to minority representation is substituted for said 
sections: 

MINORITY REPRESENTATION. 

§§ 7 and 8. The house of representatives shall consist of three 
times the number of the members of the senate, and the term of 
•office shall be two years* Three representatives shall be elected in 
€ach senatorial district at the general election in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, and every two 
sears thereafter. In all elections of representatives aforesaid, each 
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qualified voter may cast as many votes for one candidate as there 
are representatives to be elected, or may distribute the same, or 
equal parts thereof, among the candidates, as he shall see fit; and 
the candidate^ highe.^t in votes shall be declared elected. 

TIME OF MEETING AND GENERAL RULES. 

§ 9. The sessionn of the general assembly shall commence at 
twelve o*clock noon, on the Wednesday next after the first Monday 
in January, in the year next ensuing the election of members 
thereof, and at no other time, unless as provided by this constitu- 
tion. A majority of the members elected to each house shall 
constitute a quorum. Each housA shall determine the rules of its 
proceedings, and be the judge of the election, returns and qualifica- 
tions of its members ; shall choose its own officers ; and the senate 
shall choose a temporary president to preside when the Lieutenant 
governor shall not attend as president, or shall act as governor. 
The secretary of state shall call the house of representatives to 
order at the opening of each new assembly, and preside over it 
until a temporary presiding officer thereof shall have been chosen 
and shall have taken his seat. No member shall be expelled by 
either house, except by a vote of two-thirds of all the members 
•elected to that hou^e, and no member shall be twice expelled for 
the same offense. Each house may punish by imprisonment any 

Serson not a member who shall be guilty of disrespect to the house 
y disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence. But no 
«uch imprisonment shall extend beyond twenty-four hours at one 
time, unless the person shall persist in such disorderly or con- 
temptuous behavior. 

§ 10. The door of each house and of committees of the whole 
shall be kept open, except in such cases as, in the opinion of the 
iiouse, require secrecy. Neither house shall, without the consent of 
the other, adjourn for more than two days, or to any other place 
than that in which the two houses shall be sitting. Each house 
shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which shall be published. 
In the senate, at the request of two members, and in the house, 
at the request of five members, the yeas and nays shall be taken 
on any question, and entered upon the journal. Any two memberR 
of either house shall have liberty to dissent from and protest, in 
irespectful language, against any act or resolution which they think 
injurious to the public or to any individual, and have the reasons 
of their dissent entered upon the journals. 

STYLE OF LAWS AND PASSAGE OP BILLS. 

§ 11. The style of the laws of this State shall be: ''Be it enacted 
by the People of the State of Illinois, represented in the General As- 
sembly,'* 

§ 12. Bills may originate in either house, but may be altered, 
amended or rejected by the other ; and on the final passage of all bills, 
the vote shall be by yeas and nays, upon each bill separately, and 
shall be entered upon the journal; and no bill shall become a law 
without the concurrence of a majority ol \»\i^ tsi'^xc^^x^ ^^^\fc^ \s2k 
eaeh bouse. 
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' § 13. Every bill shall be read at large on three different days, 
in each house; and the bill and all amendments thereto shall be 
printed before the vote is taken on its final passage; and every 
bill, having passed both houses, shall be signed by the speakers 
thereof. No act hereafter passed shall embrace more than one 
subject, and that shall be expressed in the title. But if any subject 
shall be embraced in an act which shall not be expressed in the 
title, such act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall 
not be so expressed; and no law shall be revived or amended by 
reference to its title only, but the law revived, or the section 
amended, shall be inserted at length in the new act. And no act 
of the general assembly shall take effect until the first day of July 
next after its passage, unless, in case of emergency, (which emer- 
gency shall be expressed in the preamble or body of the act), the 
general assembly shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the members, 
elected to each house, otherwise direct. 

PfllVILEGES AND DISABILITIES, 

§ 14. Senators and representatives shall, in all cases, except 
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest 
during the session of the general assembly, and in going to and 
returning from the same ; and for any speech or debate in either 
house, they shall not be questioned in any other plnce. 

§ 15. No person elected to the general assembly shall receive 
any civil appointment within this state from the governor, the 
governor and senate, or from the general assembly, during the 
term for which he shall have been elected ; and all such appoint- 
ments, and all votes given (or any such members for any such 
oflBce or appointment, shall be void; nor shall any member of the 
general assembly be interested, either directly or indirectly, in any 
contract with the State, or any county thereof, authorized by any 
law passed during the term for which he shall have been elected, 
or within one year after the expiration thereof. 

PUBLIC MONEYS AND APPROPRIATIONS. 

§ 16. The general assembly shall make no appropriation of 
money out of the treasury in any private law. Bills making ap- 
propriations for the pay of members and officers of the general 
assembly, and for the salaries of the officers of the government 
shall contain no provision on any other subject. 

§ 17. No money shall be drawn from the treasury except in pur- 
suance of an appropriation made by law, and on the presentation 
of a warrant issued by the auditor thereon; and no money shall 
be diverted from any appropriation made for any purpose, or taken 
from any fund whatever, either by joint or separate resolution. 
The auditor shall, within sixty days after the adjournment of each 
session of the general assembly, prepare and publish a full state- 
ment of all money expended at such session, specifying the amount 
of each item, and to whom and for what paid. 

§ 18. Each general assembly shall provide for all the appropri- 
ations necessary for the ordinary and contingent expenses of the 
government until the expiration of the first fiscal quarter after the 
adjournment of the next regular session, the aggregate amount of 
nrbj'oh shall not he increased without a vote of two-thirds of the 
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members elected to each house, nor exceed the amount of revenue 
anthorized by law to be raised in such time; and all appropriations, 
general or special, requiriug money to be paid out of the State 
freasury, from funds belonging to the State, shall end with such 
fiscal quarter : Provided, the State may, to meet casual deficits or 
failures in revenues, contract debts, never to exceed in the aggre- 
gate two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and moneys thus bor- 
rowed shall be applied to the purpose for which they were obtained, 
or to pay the debt thus created, and to no other purpose ; and no 
other debt, except for the purpose of repelling invasion, suppressing 
insurrection, or defending the State in war (for payment of which 
the faith of the State shall be pledged), shall i)e contracted, unless 
the law authorizing the same shall, at a general election, have been 
submitted to the people and have received a majority of the votes 
cast for members of the general assembly pt such election. The 
general assembly shall provide for the publication of said law for 
three months, at least, before the vote of the people shall be taken 
upon the same; and provision shall be made, at the time, for the 
payment of the interest annually, as it shall accrue, by a tax levied 
for the purpose, or from other sources of revenue; which law, pro- 
viding for the payment of such interest by such tax, shall be irre- 
pealable until such debt be paid : And provided, further, that the 
law levying the tax shall be submitted to the people with the law 
authorizing the debt to bo contracted. 

§ 19. The general assembly shall never grant or authorize extra 
compensation, fee or allowance to any public officer, agent, servant 
or contractor, after service has been rendered or a contract made, 
nor authorize the payment of any claim, or part thereof, hereafter 
created against the State under any agreement or contract made 
without express authority of law; and all such unauthorized agree- 
ments or contracts shall be null and void; Provided, the general 
assembly may make appropriations for expenditures incurred in 
suppressing insurrection or repelling invasion. 

§ 20. The State shall never pay, assume or become responsible 
for the debts or liabilities of, or in any manner give, loan or ex- 
tend its credit to, or in aid of, any public or other corporation, as- 
sociation or individual. 



PAY OF MEMBERS. 

§ 21. The members of the general assembly shall receive for 
their services the sum of five dollars per day, during the first ses- 
sion held under this constitution, and ten cents for each mile neces- 
sarily traveled in going to and returning from the seat of govern- 
ment, to be computed by the auditor of public accounts; and 
thereafter such compensation as shall be prescribed by law, and no 
other allowance or emolument, directly or indirectly, for any pur- 
pose whatever, except the sum of fifty dollars per session to each 
member, which shall be in full for postage, stationery, newspapers 
and all other incidental expenses and perquisites ; but no change 
shall be made in the compensation of the general assembly during:, 
the term for which they may have beexv. ^\^.q,N.^^. "W^^ ^"^-^ '«»Si. 
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mileage allowed to each member of the general assembly shall be 
certified by the speakers of their respective houses, and entered on 
the journals, and published at the close of each session. 

SPBOIAL LEGISLATION PROHIBITED. 

§ 22. The general assembly shall not pass local or special laws> 
in any, of the following enumerated cases, that is to say, for — 

Granting divorces; 

Changing the names of persons or places; 

Laying out, opening, altering and working roads or highways; 

Vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys, and public grounds ; 

Locating or changing county seats; 

Begulating county and township affairs; 

Kegulating the practice in courts of justice ; 

iiegulating the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace,, 
police magistrates and constables: 

Providing for changes of venue in civil and criminal cases;* 

Incorporating cities, towns or villages, or changing or amending^ 
the charter of any town, city or village; 

Providing for the election of members of the board of supervisors- 
in townships, incorporated towns or cities; 

Summoning and impaneling grand or petit juries; 

Providing for the management of common schools; 

Regulating the rate of interest on money; 

The opening and conducting of any election, or designating the 
place of voting; 

The sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to minors or others- 
under disability; 

The protection of game or fish ; 

Chartering or licensing ferries or toll bridges; 

Eemitting fines, penalties or forfeitures; 

Creating, increasing, or decreasing fees, percentage or allowances 
of public ofiicers, during the term for which said officers are elected 
or appointed; 

Changing the law of descent ; 

Granting to any corporation, association, or individual, the right 
to lay down railroad tracks, or amending existing charters for such 
purposes. 

Granting to any corporation, association or individual any special 
or exclusive privilege, immunity or franchise whatever; 

In all other cases where a general law can be made applicable, 
no special law shall be enacted. 

§ £3. The general assembly shall have no power to release or 
extinguish, in whole or in part, the indebtedness, liability or obli- 
gation of any corporation or individual to this State or to any mu- 
nj'ejpal corporation therein. 
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IMPEACHMENT. 



§ 24. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of 
impeafihinent ; but a majority of all the members elected must con- 
car therein. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate; and 
when sitting for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or 
affirmation to do justice according to law and evidence. When the 
governor of the State is tried, the chief justice shall preside. Na 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the senators elected. But judgment, in such cases, shall not ex- 
tend further than removal from office, and disqualification to hold 
any office of honor, profit or trust under the government of this State. 
The party, whether convicted or acquitted, shall, nevertheless, be lia- 
ble to prosecution, trial, judgment and punishment according to law. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

§ 25. The general assembly shall provide, by law, that the fuel, 
stationery and printing paper furnished for the use of the State ^ 
the copying, printing, binding and distributing the laws and jour- 
nals, and all other printing ordered by the general assembly, sli^*!! 
be let by contract to the lowest responsible bidder ; but the general 
assembly shall fix a maximum price; and no member thereof, or 
other officer of the State, shall be interested, directly or indirectly, 
in such contract. But all such contracts shall be subject to the 
approval of the governor, and if he disapproves the same, there 
shall be a re-letting of the contract, in such manner as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

§ 26. The State of Illinois shall never be made defendant in any 
court of law or equity. 

§ 27. The general assembly shall have no power to authorize 
lotteries or gift enterprises, for any purpose, and shall pass laws 
to prohibit the sale of lottery or gift enterprise tickets in this State. 

§ 28. No law shall be passed whfch shall operate to extend the 
term of any public officer after his election or appointment. 

§ 29. It shall be the duty of the general assembly to pass such 
laws as may be necessary for the protection of operative miners, 
by providing for ventilation, when the same may be required, and 
the construction of escapement shafts, or such other appliances as 
may secure safety in all coal mines, and to provide for the en- 
forcement of said laws by such penalties and punishment as may 
be deemed proper. 

§ 30. The general assembly may provide for establishing and 
opening roads and cartways, connected with a public road, for pri- 
vate and public use. 

§ 31. The general assembly may pass laws permitting the g 
owners of land to construct drains, ditches and levees for agri- 2 
cultural, sanitary or mining purposes, across the lands of others, 3. 
and provide for the organiz ition of drainage districts, and vest the *§ 
corporate authorities thereof with power to construct and main- "§ 
tain levees, drains and ditches, and to keep in repair all d\ivv\w«5.^<^ 
ditches and levees heretofore constructed \xxvA^y \X\^ Veo^'^ <^^^ *^^^^ ^ 
State, by special assessments upon the pi:o^eic\,^ \iei\it^\»^^ \}^<$x^^*^ 
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§ 32. The general aasembly Bhall pass liberal homestead and 
exemption laws. 

§ 33. The general aBsembly shall not appropriate out ot the 
State treasury, or expend on account of the new capitol grounds, 
and constrnction, completion and furnishing of the Slate bouBe, a 
sum exceeding in the aggregate three and a half millions of dollars, 
inclusive of all appropriations heretofore made, without first sub- 
mitting the proposition for an additional expenditure to the legal 
voters of the State at a general election ; nor unleBS a majority of 
all the votes cast at such election eball be for the proposed additional 
expenditure. 



ARTICLE V. 


EXECUTIVE 


DEPARTMENT. 


1. oraoere—Ternis. 




aStafeTrpiiaurer. 


S 15. miiriaphment or OfBoetB. 


8. Time of Eleutintr State Officers. 
4. Rat urns— Tie-Contested Elfietion. 




5 IZ Lit'u'rejiftiit Governor. 


S-EUffibilitrforOmce. 


SK ■rtraiifntoftheSanate. 


B. Governoi^-Powers and Duty. 


S 1:*. 'iii'aiLcy in Governor's OlHoe. 


S2n. 'it-.-iinfy in other State Ofaces. 


i ■■ onvoniDK the General Assembly. 
R Proro«nii,g the Qunaral Assfiinbly. 


S 'Jl, Tturmrts or SIh-Ip OHInora. 


5a2.<:rrat Seal of Illinois. 




S 'il. Fi"™ and S.-iinriefi, 


II. VocitiicIeB may be Filled, 


S 24. Ueflnition of -ODloo.- 


li Kamovals by the Goveroor. 


S la. Oati. of Uivll OBicerB. 


13. Reprieves— Commutalioiia— Pardons. 





§ 1. The esacutive ddpartmeut shall consist of a governor, lien- 
tenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of public accounts, 
treasurer, superintendent of public instruction and attorney 
general, who shall e.ich, with the exception of the treasurer, hold 
his office for the term of four years from the second Monday of 
January next after his election and until his successor is elected 
and qualified. They simll, except, the lieutenant governor, reside 
at the seat of guvernmeiit during their term of olijce, and keep the 
public records, boiks wnd papers there, and shall perform such 
duties as may be prescribed by law. 

§ 2. The treasurer sbill hold his office for the term of two years, 
and until his successor is ehcted and qualified; aud shall be ineli- 
gible to said office for two yenrs next after the end of the term for 
which he was electfd. He miiy be required by the governor to 
give reasonable ailditintml security, and m default of so doing his 
office shall be detmed vacant. 



§ 3. An election for governor, lieufenant governor, secretary 
ol state, Huditor of public accounts and attorney general shall be 
held on the T'ie-:d-iy next, after the first Monday of November, in 
th^yeir ofoir L >r I one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, 
and every four yenr^ thereafter ; for superintendent of public 
ini'.ni'ti'ni, on the Tunsilay nest after the first Monday of 
N ivBub r in th^ yeir one tliDiisand eight hundred aud seventy, and 
every four years Iht-reafter ; and for treasurer on the day last above 
mentioned, and every two yenra lh«reafter, at such places and in 
afaJi manner as may be prescribed by l&w. 
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§ 4. The returns of every election for the above named officers 
shall be sealed up and transmitted by the retuminp: officers to the 
secretary of state directed to the ^'Speaker of the House of Bepre- 
sentatives," \vho shall, immediately after the organization of the 
house, and before proceeding to other business, open and publish 
the same in the presence of a majority of each house of the general 
assembly, viho shall, for that purpose, assemble in the haJl of the house 
of representatives. The person having the highest number of votes for 
either of said offices shall be declared duly elected ; but if two or more 
have an equal, and the highest number of votes, the general as- 
sembly shall, by joint ballot, choose one of such persons for said 
office. Contested elections for all of' said offices shall be determined 
by both houses of the general assembly, by joint ballot, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law. 

ELIGIBILITY. 

§ 5. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor or lieu- 
tenant governor who shall not have attained the age of~ thirty 
years, and been, for five years next preceding his election, a citizen 
of the United States and of this State. Neither the governor, lieu- 
tenant governor, auditor of public accounts, secretary of state, 
superintendent of public instruction, nor attorney general shall be 
eligible to any other office during the period for which he shall have 
been elected. 

GOVERNOB. 

§ 6. The supreme executive power shall be vested in the gov- 
ernor, who shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

§ 7. The governor shall, at the commencement of each session, 
and at the close of his term of office, give to the general assembly 
information, by message, of the condition of the State, and shall 
recommend such measures as he shall deem expedient. He shall 
account to the general assembly, and accompany bis message with 
a statement of all moneys received and paid out by him from any 
funds subject to his order, with vouchers, and at the commence- 
ment of each regular session, present estimates of the amount of 
money required to be raised by taxation for all purposes. 

§ 8. The governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
general assembly, by proclamation, stating therein the purpose for 
which they are convened, and the general assembly shall enter 
upon no business except that for which they were called together. 

§ 9. In case of a disagreement between the two houses with 
respect to the time of adjournment, the governor may, on the same 
being certified to him by the house first moving the adjournment, 
adjourn the general assembly to such time as he thinks proper, 
not beyond the first day of the next regular session. 

§ 10. The governor shall nominate, and by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate (a majority of all the senators elected 
concurring by yeas and nays), appoint all officers whose offices 
are established by this constitution, ox >N\i\Ci\i tdlwj \i^ ^t^^'^Svfc^ \s^ 
—2 
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law, and whose appointment or election is not otherwise pro- 
vided for; and no such officer shall be appointed or elected by the 
general assembly. 

§ 11. In case of a vacancy, during the recess of the senate, in 
any office which is not elective, the governor shall make a tempo- 
rary appointment until the next meeting of the senate, when he 
shall nominate some person to fill such office; and any person so 
nominated who is confirmed by the senate (a majority of all the 
senators elected concurring by yeas and nays), shall hold his office 
during the remainder of the term, and until his successor shall be 
appointed and qualified. No person, after being rejected by the 
senate, shall be again nominated for the same office at the same 
session, unless at the request of the senate, or be appointed to 
the same office during the recess of the general assembly. 

§ 12. The governor shall have power to remove any officer 
whom he may appoint, in case of incompetency, neglect of duty or 
malfeasance in office; and he may declare his office vacant and 
fill the same as is herein provided in other cases of vacancy. 

§ 13. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves, com- 
. mutations and pardons, after conviction, for all offenses, subject 
to such regulations as may be provided by law relative to the 
manner of applying therefor. 

§ 14. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the military 
and naval forces of the State (except when they shall be called 
into the service of the United States), and may call out the same 
to execute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel invasion. 

^ § 15. The governor and all civil officers of the State shall be 
liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in office. 

VETO. 

§ 16. Every bill passed by the general assembly shall, before 
it becomes a law, be presented to the governor. If he approve, 
he shall sign it, and thereupon it shall become a law ; but if he do 
not approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house 
in which it shall have originated, which house shall enter the 
objections at large upon its journal and proceed to reconsider 
the bill. If then two-thirds of the members elected agree to pass g' 
the same, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the © 
other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered ; and it « 
approved by two-thirds of the members elected to that bouse, it ^ 
shall become a law, notwithstanding, the objections of the gov- § 
ernor; but in all such cases the vote of each house shall be g 
determined by yeas and nays, to be entered upon the journal. S 
Bills making appropriations of money out of the treasury shall "^ 
specify the objects and purposes for which the same are made, ^ 
and appropriate to them respectively their several amounts in 
distinct items and sections. And if the governor shall not 
approve any one or more of the items or sections contained in 
any bill, but shall approve the residue thereof, it shall become a 
law, as to the residue, in like manner as if he had signed it. 
TJbe governor shall then return the bill, with \ii^ oVs^^cXvoxv^ \»o 
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the items or sections of the same not approved by him, to the 
hoQse in which the bill shall have originated, which house shall 
enter the objections at lar&:e upon its journal, and proceed to 
recoQsider so much of said bill as is not approved by the gov- 
ernor. The same proceedings shall be had in both houses in ^ji 
reconsidering the same as is hereinbefore provided in case of an So 
entire bill returned by the governor with his objections ; and if ^ 
any item or section of said bill not approved by the governor^ 
shall be passed by two- thirds of the members elected to each § 
of the two houses of the general assembly, it shall become part g 
of .said law, notwithstanding the objections of the governor. Q 
Any Jbill which shall not be returned by the governor within ten ^ 
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to ^ 
him, shall become a law in like manner as if he had signed it, 
tinless the general assembly shall by their adjournment prevent 
its return, in which case it shall be filed with his objections in 
the office of the secretary of state, within ten days after such 
adjournment, or become a law. 

LIEXJTENANT GOVERNOtt. 

§ 17. In case of the death, conviction on impeachment, failure 
to qualify, resignation, absence from the State, or other disability 
of the governor, the powers, duties and emoluments of the office 
for the residue of the term, or until the disability shall be removed, 
shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor. 

§ 18. The lieutenant governor shall be president of the senate, 
and shall vote only when the senate is equally divided. The sen- 
ate shall choose a president, pro tempore, to preside in case of the 
abgence or impeachment of the lieutenant governor, or when he 
Bhall hold t^he office of governor. 

§ 19. If there be no lieutenant governor, or if the lieutenant 
governor shall, for any of the causes specified in section seventeen 
0^ this article, become incapable of performing the duties of the 
office, the president of the senate shall act as governor until the 
vacancy is filled or the disability removed; and if the president of 
*"e senate, for any of the above named causes, shall become in- 
<5apable of performing the duties of governor, the same shall de- 
volve upon the speaker of the house of representatives. 

OTHER STATE OFFICERS. 

§ 20. If the office of auditor of public accounts, treasurer, sec- 
retary of state, attorney general, or superintendent of public in- 
struciion shall be vacated by death, resignation or otherwise, it 
"^all be the duty of the governor to fill the same by appointment, 
*od the appointee shall hold his office until his successor shall oe 
fleeted and qualified in such manner as may be provided by law. 
^^ account shall be kept by the officers of the executive depart- 
J^^ut, and of all the public institutions of the State, of all moneys 
■eceived or disbursed by them, severally, from all sources, and for 
^very service performed, and a semi-annual report thereof be made 
"^ the governor, under oath ; and any offiic^t '^\io Ta»J&«^ ^ \^^^ 
■^^Port shall be guilty of perjury, and Tp\m\«k\ie9L ^^e.otftSs^^'^ • 
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§ 21. The officers of the execative department, and of all the 
public inBtitotions of the State, shall, at least ten days preceding 
each regular session of the general assembly, severally report to 
the governor, who shall transmit such reports to the general as- 
sembly, together with the reports of the judges of the supreme 
court of defects in the constitution and laws; and the governor 
may at any time require information, in writing, under oath, from 
the officers of the executive department, and aU officers and man- 
agers of State institutions, upon any subject relating to the con- 
dition, management and expenses of their respective offices. 

THE SEAL OF STATE. 

§ 22. There shall be a seal of the State, which shall be called 
the ''Great Seal of the State of Illinois," which shall be kept by 
the secretary of state, and used by him, officially, as directed by 
law. 

FEES AND SALABIES. 

§ 23. The officers named in this article shall receive for their 
services a salary, to be established by law, which shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during their official terms, and they shall 
not, after the expiration of the terms of those in office at the 
adoption of this constitution, receive to their own use any fees, 
costs, perquisites of office, or other compensation. And all fees that 
may hereafter be payable by law for any services performed by any 
officer provided for in this article of the constitution, shall be paid 
in advance into the State treasury. 

DEFINITION AND OATH OF OFFICE. 

§ 24. An office is a public position created by the constitution 
■ or law, continuing during the pleasure of the appointing power, or 
for a fixed time, with a successor elected or appointed. An em- 
ployment is an agency, for a temporary purpose, which ceases when 
that purpose is accomplished. 

§ 25. All civil officers, except members of the general assembly 
and such inferior officers as may be by law exempted, shall, before 
they entpr on the duties of their respective offices, take and sub- 
scribe the following oath or affirmation: 

• 'I do 8oloinuly swear (or aflflrm, as the case may be) that I will support the Constitution 
of the United States, F.nd the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and that I will faithfuUy 
discharge the duties of the ofllce of — accordini? to the best of my ability/ 

And no other oath, declaration or test shall be required as a 
quaUfication. 
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Commissionora. 

§ 1. The jodicial powers, except as in this article is otherwise 
provided, shall be vested in one snpreme court, circuit courts, 
county conrts, justioes of the peace, police magistrates, and in 
such courts as may be created by law in and for cities and incor- 
porated towuB. 

SDPBBME COUBT. 

§ 2. The supreme court shall consist of seven judges, and shall 
have original jurisdiction in cases relating to the revenue, in manda- 
mus and habeas corpus, and appellate jurisdiction in all other cases. 
One of said judges shall be chief justice; four shall constitute a 
quorum, and the concurrence of four shall be necessary to every de- 
•cision. 

§ 3. No person shall be eligible to the office of judge of the su- 
preme court unless he shall be at least thirty years of age, and a 
citizen of the United States, nor unless he shall have resided in this 
State five years next preceding biB election, and be a resident of the 
district in which he shall be elected. 

§ 4. Terms of the supreme court shall continue to be held in 
the present grand divisions at the several places now provided for 
holding the same : and until otherwise provided by law, one or more 
terms of said court shall be held, for the northern division, in the 
city of Chicago each year, at such times as said court may ap- 
point, whenever said city or the county of Cook shall proride ap- 
propriate rooms therefor, and the use of a suitable library, without 
expense to the State. The judicial divisions may be altered, in- 
creased or diminished in number, and the times and places of hold- 
ing said court may he changed by law. 

§ 6. The present grand divisions shall be preserved, and be de- 
nominated Southern, Central and Northern, until otherwise provided 
by law. The State shall be di«ided into seven districts for the elec- 
tion of judges, and until otherwise provided by law they shall be as 
follows : 

■ First District. — The counties of St. Clair, Clinton, Washington, 
Jefferson, Wayne, Edwards, Wabash, White, Hamilton, Franltlin, 
Ferry, Bandolph, Monroe, Jackson, Williamson, Saline, (lallatin, 
Hardin, Pope, Union, Johnson, Alexander, Pulaski and Massac. 
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Second District. — The counties of Madison^ Bond, Marion, Clay, 
Eichland, Lawrence, Crawford, Jasper, Effingham, Fayette, Mont- 
gomery, Macoupin, Shelby, Cumberland, Clark, Greene, Jersey, Cal- 
houn and Christian. 

Third District. — The counties of Sangamon, Macon, Logan, De- 
Witt, Piatt, Douglas, Champaign, Vermilion, McLean, Livingston, 
Ford, Iroquois, Coles, Edgar, Moultrie and Tazewell. 

Fourth District. — The counties of Fulton, McDonough, Hancock, 
Schuyler, Brown, Adams, Pike, Mason, Menard, Morgan, Cass and 
Scott. 

Fifth District — The counties of Knox, Warren, Henderson, Mercer, 
Henry, Stark, Peoria, Marshall, Putnam, Bureau, LaSalle, Grundy 
and Woodford. 

Sixth District. — The counties of Whiteside, Carroll, Jo Daviess, 
Stephenson, Winnebago, Boone, McHenry, Kane; Kendall, DeKalb, 
Lee, Ogle and Kock Island. 

Seventh District.^-The counties of Lake, Cook, Will, Kankakee and 

DuPage. 

The boundaries of the districts may be changed at the session of 
the general assembly next preceding the election for judges tberein, 
and at no other time ; but whenever such alterations shall be made 
the same shall be upon the rule of equality of population, as nearly 
as county boundaries will allow, and the districts shall be composed 
of contiguous counties, in as nearly compact form as circumstances 
will permit. The alteration of the districts shall not affect the ten- 
ure of office of any judge. 

§ 6. At the time of voting on the adoption of this constitution, 
one judge of the supreme court shall be elected by the electors 
thereof, in each of Baid districts numbered two, three, six and seven, 
who shall hold his office for the term of nine years from the first 
Monday of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy. The term of office of judges of the supreme 
court, elected after the adoption of this constitution, shall be nine 
years; and on the first Monday of June of the year in which the 
term of any of the judges in office at the adoption of this constitu- 
tion, or of the judges then elected, shall expire, and every nine 
years thereafter, there shall be an election for the successor or suc- 
cessors of such judges in the respective districts wherein the term of 
such judges shall expire. The chief justice shall continue to act as 
such until the expiration of the term for which he was elected, after 
which the judges shall choose one of their number chief justice. 

§ 7. From and after the adoption of this constitution, the judges 
of the supreme * court shall each receive a salary of four thousand 
dollars per annum, payable quarterly, until otherwise provided by 
law. And after said salaries shall be fixed by law, the salaries of 
the judges in office shall not be increased or diminished during the 
terms for which said judges shall have been elected. 

§ 8. Appeals and writs of error may be taken to the supreme 
court held in the grand division in which the case is decided, or, 
by consent of the parties, to any other grand division. 
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§ 9. The supreme court shall appoint one reporter of its decis- 
ions, who shall hold his ofl&ce for six years, subject to removal by 
the court. 

§ 10. At the time of the election of representatives in the general 
assembly, happening next preceding the expiration of the terms of 
office of the present clerks of said court, one clerk of said court 
for each division shall be elected, whose term of office shall be six 
years from said election, but who shall not enter upon the duties 
of his office until the expiration of the term of his predecessor, and 
every six years thereafter one clerk of said court for each division 
shall be elected. 

APPELLATE COURTS. 

§ 11. After the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy- four, inferior appellate courts, of uniform organization 
and jurisdiction, may be created in districts formed for that pur- 
pose, to which sucn appeals and writs of error as the general 
assembly may provide, may be prosecuted from circuit and other 
courts, and from which appeals and writs of error shall lie to the 
supreme court, in all criminal cases, and cases in which a franchise, 
or freehold, or the validity of a statute is involved, and in such 
other cases as may be provided by law. Such appellate courts 
shall be held by such number of judges of the circuit courts, and 
at such times and places, and in such manner as may be provided 
by law; but no judge shall sit in review upon cases decided by 
him; nor shall said judges receive any additional compensation for 
such services. 

CIRCUIT COURTS. 

§ 12. The circuit courts shall have original jurisdiction of all 
causes in law and equity, and such appellate jurisdiction as is or 
may be provided by law, and shall hold two or more terms each 
year in every county. The terms of office of judges of circuit 
courts shall be six years. 

§ 13. The State, exclusive of the county of Cook and other coun- 
ties having a population of one hundred thousand, shall be divided 
into judicial circuits, prior to the expiration of the terms of office 
of the present judges of the circuit courts. Such circuits shall be 
formed of contiguous counties, in as nearly compact form and as 
nearly equal as circumstances will permit, having due regard to 
bubiness, territory and population, and shall not exceed in number 
one circuit for every one hundred thousand of population of the 
State.. One judge shall be elected for each of said circuits by the 
electors thereof. New circuits may be formed and the boundaries 
of circuits changed by the general assembly, at its session next 
preceding the election for circuit judges, but at no other time: 
Provided, that the circuits may be equalized or changed at the first 
session of the general assembly after the adoption of this consti- 
tution. The creation, alteration or change of any circuit shall not 
affect the tenure of office of any judge. "Whenever the huam^^^ '<^^ 
the circuit court of any one, or of two oi thot^ c,ovi\I\^jQ^w\Sk <i,<3K«>^^^'^ 
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containing a population exceeding fifty thousand, shall occupy nine 
months of the year, the general assembly may make of such 
county, or counties, a separate circuit. Whenever additional circuits 
are created, the foregoing limitations shall be observed. 

§ 14. The general assembly shall provide for the times of hold- 
ing court in each county : which shall not be changed, except by 
the general assembly next preceding the general election for judges 
of said courts; but additional terms may be provided for in any 
county. The election for judges of the circuit courts shall be held 
on the first Monday in June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-three, and every six years thereafter. 

§ 15. The general assembly may divide the State into judicial 
circuits of greater population and territory, in lieu of the circuits 
provided for in section thirteen of this article, and provide for the 
election therein, severally, by the electors thereof, by general ticket, 
of not exceeding four judges, who shall hold the circuit courts in 
the circuit for which they shall be elected, in such manner as niay 
be provided by law. 

§ 16. From and after the adoption of this constitution, judges 
of the circuit courts shall receive a salary of three thousand dollars 
per annum, payable quarterly, until otherwise provided by law, and 
after their salaries shall be fixed by law they shall not be increased 
or diminished during the terms for which said judges shall be, 
respectively, elected ; and from and after the adoption of this con- 
stitution, no judge of the supreme or circuit court shall receive 
any other compensation, perquisite or benefit, in any form whatso- 
• ever, nor perform any other than judicial duties to which may 
belong any emoluments. 

§ 17. No person shall be eligible to the office of judge of the 
circuit or any inferior court, or to membership in the '*board of 
county commissioners,'* unless he shall be at least twenty-five 
years of age, and a citizen of the United States, nor unless he shall 
have resided in this State five years next preceding his election, 
and be a resident of the circuit, county, city, cities, or incorporated 
town in which he shall be elected. 

COUNTY COURTS. 

§ 18. There shall be elected in and for each county one county 
judge and one clerk of the county court, whose terms of office 
shall be four years. But the general assembly may create districts 
of two or more contiguous counties, in each of which shall be elected 
one judge, who shall take the place of and exercise the powers and 
jurisdiction of county judges in such districts. County courts 
shall be courts of record, and shall have original juris- 
diction in all matters of probate, settlement of estates of de- 
ceased persons, appointment of guardians and conservators and set- 
tlements of their accounts, in all matters relating to apprentices, 
and in proceedings for the collection of taxes and assessments, and 
such other jurisdiction as may be provided for by general law. 

§ 19. Appeals and writs of error shall be allowed from final de- 
termJnatioBB of county courts, as may be provided by law. 
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PBOBiTE COURTS. 



§ 20. The general assembly may provide for the establishment 
of a probate court in each county having a population of over fifty 
thousand, and for the election of a judge thereof, whose term of 
office shall be the same as that of the county judge, and who shall 
be elected at the same time and in the same manner. Said courts, 
when established, shall have original jurisdiction of all probate 
matters, the settlement of estates of deceased persons, the appoint- 
ment of . guardians and conservators, and settlements of their ac- 
counts; in all matters relating to apprentices, and in cases of sales 
of real estate of deceased persons for the payment of debts. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE AND CONSTABLES. 

§ 21. Justices of the peace, police magistrates and constables 
shall be elected in and for such districts as are, or may be, pro- 
vided by law, and the jurisdiction of such justices of the peace and 
police magistrates shall be uniform. 

state's attorneys. 

§ 22. At the election for members of the general assembly in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, 
and every four years thereafter, there shall be elected a State's 
attorney in and for each county, in lieu of the State's attorneys 
now provided by law, whose terms of office shall be four years. 

COURTS OF COOK COUNTY. 

§ 23. The county of Cook shall be one judicial circuit. The 
circuit court of Cook county shall consist of five judges, until their 
number shall be increased as herein provided. The present judge 
of the recorder's court of the city of Chicago, and the present 
judge of the circuit court of Cook county, shall be two of said 
judges, apd shall remain in office for the terms for which they 
were respectively elected, and until their successors shall be elected 
and qualified. The superior court of -Chicago shall be continued, 
and called the ^'Superior Court of Cook County." The general 
assembly may increase the number of said judges, by adding one 
to either of said courts for every additional fifty thousand inhabit- 
ants in said county over and above a population of four hundred 
thousand. The terms of office of the judges of said courts, here- 
after elected, shall be six years. 

§ 24. The judge having the shortest unexpired term shall be 
chief justice of the court of which he is a judge. In case there are 
two or more whose terms expire at the same time, it may be de- 
termined by lot which shall be chief justice. Any judge of either 
of said courts shall have all the powers of a circuit judge, and may 
hold the court of which he is a member. Each of them may hold 
a different branch thereof at the same time. 

§ 25. The judges of the superior and circuit courts, and the 
State's attorney, in said county, shall receive the same salaries, 
payable out of the State treasury, as is or m^ay he ^^vi lx5ya>L ^^ak^ 
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treasury to the circuit judges and State's attorneys of the State, 
and such further compensation, to be paid by the county of Cook, 
as is or may be provided by law. Such compensation shall not be 
changed during their continuance in office. 

§ 26. The recorders court of the city of Chicago shall be con- 
tinued, and shall be called the ''Criminal Court of Cook County/' 
It shall have the jurisdiction of a circuit court in all casesof crim- 
inal and quasi criminal nature, arising iu the county of Cook, or 
that may be brought before said court pursuant to law ; and all re- 
cognizances and appeals taken in said county, in criminal and quasi 
criminal cases, shall be returnable and taken to said court. It shall 
have no jurisdiction in civil cases, except in those on behalf of the 
people, and incident to such criminal or quasi criminal matters, and 
to dispose of unfinished business. The terras of said criminal court 
of Cook county shall be held by one or more of the judges of the 
circuit or superior court of Cook county, as nearly as may be in 
alternation, as may be determined by said judges, or provided by 
law. Said judges shall be ex-officio judges of said court. 

§ 27. The present clerk of the recorder's court of the city of 
Chicago shall be the clerk of the criminal court of Cook county dur- 
ing the term for which he was elected. The present clerks of the 
superior court of Chicago, and the present clerk of the circuit court 
of Cook county, shall continue in office during the terms for which 
they were respectively elected ; and thereafter there shall be but one 
clerk of the superior court, to be elected by the qualified electors of 
said county, who. shall hold his office for the term of four years, and 
until his successor is elected and qualified. 

, § 28. All justices of the peace in the city of Chicago shall be 
appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of 
the senate (but only upon the recommendation of a majority of the 
judges of the circuit, superior and county courts), and for such 
districts as are now or shall hereafter be provided by law. They 
shall hold their offices for four years, and until their successors 
have been commissioned and qualified, but they may be removed by 
summary proceeding in the circuit or superior court, for extortion 
or other malfeasance. Existing justices of the peace and police 
magistrates may hold their offices until the expiration of their re- 
spective terms. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

§ 29. All judicial officers shall be commissioned by the governor. 
All laws relating to courts shall be general and of uniform operation ; 
and the organization, jurisdiction, powers, proceedings and practice 
of all courts of the same class or grade, so far as regulated by law, 
and the force and effect of the process, judgments and decrees of 
such courts> severally, shall be uniform. 

8 80. The general assembly may, for cause entered on the jour- 
nals, upon due notice and opportunity of defense, remove from office 
any judge, upon concurrence of three-fourths of all the members 
elected, of each house. All other officers in this article mentioned 
shall be removed from office on prosecution and final conviction for 
misdemeanor in office. 
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§ 31. All judges of courts of record, inferior to the supreme 
court, shall, on or before the first day of June of each year, report 
in writing to the judges of the supreme court such defects and 
omissions in the laws as their experience may suggest; and the 
judges of the supreme court shall, on or before the first day of 
January of each year, report in writing to the governor such defects 
and omissions in the constitution and laws as they may find to ex- 
. ist, together with appropriate forms of bills to cure such defects and 
omissions in the laws. And the judges of the several circuit courts 
shall report to the next general assembly the number of days they 
hive held court in the several counties composing their respective 
circuits, the preceding two years. 

§ 82. All officers provided for in this article shall hold their offices 
until their successors shall be qualified, and they shall, respectively, 
reside in the division, circuit, county or district for which they may 
be elected or appointed. The terms of office of all such officers, 
where not otherwise prescribed in this article, shall be four years. 
All officers, where not otherwise provided for in this article, shall 
perform such duties and receive such compensation as is or mav be 
provided by law. Vacancies in such elective offices shall be filled 
by election ; but where the unexpired term does not exceed one year 
the vacancy shall be filled by appointment, as follows: Of judges, 
by the governor; of clerks of courts, by the court to which the 
office appertains, or by the judge or judges thereof; and of all such 
>ther offices, by the board of supervisors, or board of county com- 
missioners, in the county where the vacancy occurs. 

§ 33. All process shall run : In the name of the People of the State 
/ Illinois; and all prosecutions shall be carried on : In the name 
'^o^ hy the aidhoHty of the People of the State of Illinois; and con- 
'lude: Against the peace and dignity of the same. ^'Population," 
wherever used in this article, shall be determined by the next pre- 
^^ding census of this State, or of the United States. 



AETICLE VII. 



SUFFRAGE. 



I 1. Qualification of Voters . 

I 2. All Voting to be by Ballot 

I 3. Privilefres of Electors. 

1 4. Voting Residence. 



§ 5. Soldier in U. 8. Army. 
§6. Qualifications for Omce. 
§ 7. Persons Convicted of Crime. 



§ 1. Every person having resided in this State one year, in the 
county ninety days and in the election district thirty days next 
preceding any election therein, who was an elector in this State on 
the first day of April, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and Torty-eight, or obtained a certificate of naturalization, 
before any court of record in this State, prior to the first day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, or who shall be a male citizen of the Uuited States, above 
the age of twenty-one years, shall be entitled to vote at such elec- 
tion. 

§ 2. All votes shall be by ballot. 
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§ 3. Electors shall, in all cases except treason, felony or breac 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance 
elections and in going to and returning from the same. And no ele 
tor shall be required to do military duty on the days of electio: 
except in time of war or public danger. 

§ 4. No elector shall be deemed to have lost his residence : 
this State by reason of his absence on business of the United Stati 
or of this State, or in the military or naval service of the Unite 
States. 

§ 5. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy of tt 
United States shall be deemed a resident of this State in consequenc 
of being stationed therein. 

§ 6. No person shall be elected or appointed to any ofi&ce i 
this State, civil or military, who is not a citizen of the Unite 
States, and who shall not have resided in this State one year ne: 
preceding the election or appointment. 

§ 7. The general 'assembly shall pass laws excluding from tl 
rignt Of suffrage persons convicted of infamous crimes. 



AETICLE VIII. 



EDUCATION. 



§ 1. Free Schools. 

I 2. Gifts or Grants in aid of Schools. 

I 3. Aid to Sectarian Schools Prohibited. 



§ 4. Sale of Text Books— Teachers and Of 

cers. 
§ 5. County Superintendent of Schools. 



§ 1. The general assembly shall provide a thorough and efficiei 
system of free schools whereby all children of this State may r 
ceive a good common school education. 

§ 2. All lands, moneys or other property, donated, granted c 
received for school, college, seminary or university purposes, and tl 
proceeds thereof, shall be faithfully applied to the objects for whi( 
such gifts or grants were made. 

§ 3 Neither the general assembly nor any county, city, towi 
township, school district or other public corporation shall ev< 
make any appropriation or pay from any public fund whateve 
anything in aid of any church or sectarian purpose, or to help su] 
port or sustain any school, academy, seminary, college, universil 
or other literary or scientific institution, controlled by any churc 
or sectarian denomination whatever; nor shall any grant or doni 
tion of land, money or other personal property ever be made I 
the State or any such public corporation to any church or for ai 
sectarian purpose. 

§ 4. No teacher. State, county, township or district school offic 
shall be interested in the sale, proceeds or profits of^any book, a 
paratus or furniture, used or to be used in any school in this Stat 
with which such officer or teacher may be connected, under sue 
penalties as may be provided by the general assembly. 

§ 5. There may be a county superintendent of schools in ea( 
county, whose qualifications, powers, duties, compensation and tin 
and manner of election and term of office shall be prescribed by la^ 
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ARTICLE IX. 



REVENUE. 



S 1. Taxation Shall be Uniform. 

5 2. Other and Further T»ixation, 

S 3. Property Exempt from Taxation. 

§ 4. Sale of Real Property for Taxes. 

5 5. Right of Redemption. 

% 6. Release from Taxation Forbidden. 



§ 7. Taxes Paid into State Treasury. 

§ 8. Limitation on County Taxes. 

§ 9. Local Muni'jipal Loaprovements. 

§ 10. Municipal Taxation. 

§ 11. Defaulting Officers. 

§ 12. Limitation of Municipal Indebtedness. 



§ 1. The general assembly shall provide such revenue as may 
be needful by levying a tax, by valuation, so that every person and 
corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of bis, her 
or its property — such value to be ascertained by some person or 
persons to be elected or appointed in such manner as the general 
assembly shall direct, and not otherwise; but the general assem- 
bly shall have power to tax peddlers, auctioneers, brokers, hawkers, 
merchants, commission merchants, showmen, jugglers, inn-keepers, 
grocery-keepers, liquor-dealers, toll-bridges, ferries, insurance, tele- 
graph and express interests or business, venders of patents and per- 
sons or corporations owning or using franchises and privileges, in 
such manner as it shall from tfme to time direct by general law, 
uniform as to the clsss upon which it operates. 

§ 2. The specification of the objects and subjects of taxation 
shall not deprive the general assembly of the power to require other 
subjects or objects to be taxed, in such manner as may be consist- 
ent with the principles of taxation fixed in this constitution. 

§ 8. The property of the State, counties, and other municipal 
corporations, both real and personal, and such other property as 
may be used exclusively for agricultural and horticultural societies, 
for school, religious, cemetery and charitable purposes, may be ex- 
empted from taxation ; but such exemption shall be only by general 
law. In the assessment of real estate incumbered by public ease- 
ment, any depreciation occasioned by such easement may be de- 
ducted in the valuation of such property. 

§ 4. The general assembly shall provide, in all cases where it 
may be necessary to sell real estate for the non-payment of taxes or 
special assessments, for State, county, municipal, or other purposes, 
that a return of such unpaid taxes or assessments shall be made to 
some general officer of the county having authority to receive State 
and county taxes ; and there shall be no sale of said property for 
any of said taxes or assessments but by said officer, upon the order 
or judgment of some court of record. 

§ 5. The right of redemption from all sales of real estate for the 
non-payment of taxes or special assessments of any character what- 
ever, shall exist in favor of owners and persons interested in such 
real estate for a period of not less than two years from such sales 
thereof. And the general assembly shall provide, by law, for rea- 
sonable notice to be given to the owners or parties interested, by 
publication or otherwise, of the fact of the sale of the property for 
such taxes or assessments, and when the time of redemption shall 
expire: Provided, that occupants shall in all cases be served with 
personal notice before the time oi x^d^m^^ivavi ^^^fct^'^i^. 
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§ 6. The general assembly shall have no power to release oir 
discharge any county, city, township, town or district whatever, or 
the inhabitants thereof, or the property therein, from their or its 
proportionate share of taxes to be levied for State purposes, nor 
shall commutation for such taxes be authorized in any form what- 
soever. 

§ 7. All taxes levied for State purposes shall be paid into the 
State treasury. . 

§ 8. County authorities shall never assess taxes the aggregate of 
which shall exceed seventy-five cents per one hundred dollars valua- 
tion, except for the payment of indebtedness existing at the adoption 
of this constitution, unless authorized by a vote of the people of 
the county. 

§ 9. The general assembly may vest the corporate authorities of 
cities, towns and villages with power to make local improvements by 
special assessment or by special taxation of contiguous property, or 
otherwise. For all other corporate purposes, all municipal corpora- 
tions may be vested with authority to assess and collect taxes; but 
such taxes shall be uniform in respect to persons and property 
within the jurisdiction of the body imposing the same. 

§ 10. The general assembly shall not impose taxes upon munici- 
pal corporations, or the inhabitants or property thereof, tor corporate 
fmrposes, but shall require that all the taxable property within the 
imits of municipal corporations shall be taxed for the payment of 
debts contracted under authority of law, such taxes to be uniform 
in respect to persons and property within the jurisdiction of the 
body imposing the same. Private prooerty shall nut be liable to be 
taken or sold for the payment of the corporate debts of a municipal 
corporation. 

§ 11. No person who is in default, as collector or custodian of 
money or property belonging to a municipal corporation, shall be 
eligible to any ofiice in or under such corporation. The fees, salary 
or xjompensaiion of no municipal ofiicer who is elected or appointed 
for a definite term of ofiice shall be increased or diminished during 
such term. 

§ 12. No county, city, township, school district, or other munici- 
pal corporation shall be allowed to become indebted in any manner 
or for any purpose to an amount, including existing indebtedness in 
the aggregate exceeding five per centum on the value of the taxalde 
property therein, to be ascertained by the last assessment for State 
and county taxes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 
Any county, city, school district, or other municipal corporation in- 
curring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall before, or at the time 
of doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax suffi- 
cient to pay the interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to 
pay and discharge the principal thereof within twenty years from 
the time of contracting the same. This section shall not be con- 
strued to prevent any county, city, township, school district, or other 
municipal corporation, from issuing their bonds in compliance with 
Hny vote of the people which may have been had priov to the 
^^option of this eonatitation in pursuance ol axiy Yo^ ^tonV^ysi^ 

e/or. 
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ARTICLE X. 



COUNTIES. 



f 1. New Counties. 

I 2. Division of any County. 

§ 3. Attachinjf or Dotjiohlnsr Territory. 

I 4. Bepioval of County Seats. 

S 6. ounty (Jovernmonr. 

S C. Bo ird of County Conmissionors. 

S T. County Affairs in Cook County. 



§ 8. County OTliors— Terms of Cfloe. 

S 9. Salaries and Fees in Cook County. 

§ 10. S ilirios Fixed by ounty Board. 

§ 11. Township Oflfteers' Fees. 

§ 12. O. lasers' Fees. 

S 13. Sworn Reports of Fees. 



§ 1. No n^w couaty sliUl ba formed or established by the gen- 
eiral assembly which will reduce the county or counties, or either of 
them, from which it shall be taken to less contents than four 
tiuinJred square miles; nor shall any county be formed of less con- 
tents; nor sliall any line there )f pass within less than ten miles of 
a.ny county seat of the county or counties proposed to be divided. 

§ 2. No county shall be divided, or have any part stricken there- 
from, without submitting the question to a vote of the people of the 
county, nor unless a majority of all the legal voters of the county 
V'otmg on the question shall vote for tbe same. 

§ 8. There shall be no territory stricken frorn any county, unless 
* majority of the voters livi»ig in such territory sball petition for 
such division ; and no territory shall be added to any county without 
the consent of the majority of the voters of the county to which it 
IS proposed to be ailed. But the portion so stricken ofif and added 
to another county, or formed in whole or in part into a new county, 
shall be holden for, and obliged to pay its proportion of, the in- 
debtedness of the county from which it has been taken. 

COUNTY BEATS. 

. § 4. No county seat shall be removed until the point to which 
It ia proposed to be removed shall be fixed in pursuance of law, 
^^<i three-fifths of the voters of the county, to be ascertained in 
?^cl:i manner as shall be provided by general law, shall have voted 
^'^ favor of its removal to such point; and no person shall vote on 
?^ot question who has not resided in the county six months, and 
JJ^ the election precinct ninety days next preceding such election. 
■■'he question of the removal of a county seat shall not be oftener 
^^ibmitted than once in ten years, to a vote of the people. But 
J^hen an attempt is made to remove a county seat to a point nearer 
^o the center of a county, then a majority vote only shall be necessary. 



COUNTY GOVERNMENT. 



§ 5, The general assembly shall provide, by general law, for 
*'Qwnship organization, under which any county may organize when- 
ever a majority of the legal voters of such county, voting at any 
Seneral election, shall so determine ; and whenever any county shall 
^dopt township organization, so much of this constitution as pro- 
files for the management of the fiscal concerns of the said county 
l>y the board of county commissioners, may be dispensed '^vOcL.» 
^nd the affairs of said county may be ttaxv^^oXi^^ \\i ^\\.Ocl ^s^^cks^jk^ 
as the general assembly may provide. k\id m «^\ii ^q>os>n?5 s^^ss* 
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shall have adopted a township organization, the question of ca:*^ 
tinning the same may be submitted to a vote of the electors ^ 
such county, at a general election, in the manner that now is ^ 
may be provided by law; and if a majority of all the votes ca^^ 
upon that question shall be against township organization, then su^ 
organization shall cease in said county; and all laws in force :^ 
relation to counties not having township organization, shall imm 
diately take effect and be in force in such county. No two tow 
ships shall have the same name, and the day of holding the annu 
township meeting shall be uniform throughout the State. . 

§ 6. At the first election of county judges under this constit 
tion, there shall be elected in each of the counties in this State, n 
under township organization, three officers, who shall be styled 
"The board of county commissioners," who shall hold sessions fo- 
the transaction of county business as shall be provided by law^ 
One of said commissioners shall hold his office for one year, on^ 
for two years, and one for three years, to be determined by lot 
and every year thereafter one such officer shall be elected in eackr 
of said counties for the term of three years. 

§ 7, The county affairs of Cook county shall be managed by e 
board of commissioners of fifteen persons, ten of whom shall b^ 
elected from the city of Chicago and five from towns outside of saicc 
city, in such manner as may be provided by law. 

COUNTY OFFICERS AND THEIR COMPENSATION. 

§ 8. In each county there shall be elected the following county* 
officers, at the general election to be held on the Tuesday aftea 
the first Monday in November, A. D. 1882: A county judgCj^. 
. county clerk, sheriff, and treasurer, and at the election to be 
CO held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, A. D^ 
2' 1884, a coroner and clerk of the circuit court (who may be ex— 
S officio recorder of deeds, except in counties having 60,000 and 
*§ more inhabitant^, in which counties a 'recorder of deeds shall be 
^elected at the general election in 1884.) Each of said officers 
§ shall enter upon the duties of his office, respectively, on the first 
<] Monday of December after his election, and they shall hold theic 
« respective offices for the term of four years, and until their sue— 
^ cessors are elected and qualified : Provided, that no person hav- 
ing once been elected to the office of sheriff or treasurer, shall be^ 
eligible to re-election to said office for four years after the expi- 
ration of the term 'for which he shall have been elected. 

§ 9. The clerks of all the courts of record, the treasurer, sheriff, 
coroner and recorder of deeds of Cook county, shall receive a» 
their only compensation for their services, salaries to be fixed hy 
law, which shall in no case be as much as the lawful compensation 
of a judge of the circuit court of said county, and shall be paid, 
respectively, only out of the fees of the office actually collected. All 
fees, perquisites and emoluments (above the amount of said salaries) 
shall be paid into the county treasury. The number of the deputies 
BpA assistants of such officers shall be determined by rule of the 
circuit court, to be entered of record, and tlieii compensation shall 
/^ determined by the county board. 
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§ 10. The county board, except as provided in section nine of 
this article, shall fix the compensation of all county ofi&cers, with 
the amount of their necessary clerk hire, stationery, fuel and other 
expenses, and in all cases where fees are provided for, said compen- 
fiation shall be paid only out cf, and shall in no instance exceed, 
the fees actually collected ; they shall not allow either of them more 
per annum than fifteen hundred dollars, in counties not exceeding 
twenty thousand inhabitants ; two thousand dollars, in counties con- 
taining twenty thousand and not exceeding thirty thousand inhabit- 
ants; twenty- five hundred dollars, in counties containing thirty 
thousand and not exceeding fifty thousand inhabitants ; three thous- 
and dollars, in counties containing fifty thousand and not exceed- 
Dg seventy thousand inhabitants; thirty- five hundred dollars, in 
ounties containing seventy thousand and not exceeding one hun- 
ted thousand inhabitants ; and four thousand dollars, in counties 
>ritaining over one hundred thousand, and not exceeding two hun- 
•ed and fifty thousand inhabitants; and not more than one thou- 
'Tkd dollars additional compensation for each additional one hun- 
od thousand inhabitants: Provided, that the compensation of no 
S-cer shall be increased or diminished during his term of office. 
1 fees or allowances by thena received, in excess of their said 
xjQpensation, shall be paid into the county treasury. 

§ 11. The fees of township officers, and of each class of county 
icers, shall be uniform in the class of counties to which they re- 
^ctively belong. The compensation herein provided for shall ap- 
V only to officers hereafter elected, but all fees established by 
^cial laws shall cease at the adoption of this constitution, and 
-Cih officers shall receive only such fees as are provided by gen- 
«^1 law. 

§ 12. All laws fixing the fees of State, county and township offi- 
•irs, shall terminate with the terms respectively of those who may 
^ in office at the meeting of the first general assembly after the 
ioption of this constitution; and the general assembly shall, by 
^ueral law, uniform in its operation, provide for and regulate the 
^es of said officers and their successors, so as to reduce the same 
o a reasonable compensation for services actunlly rendered. But 
he general assembly may, by general law, classify the counties by 
population into not more than three classes, and regulate the fees 
According to class. This article shall not be construed as depriv- 
ing the general assembly of the power to reduce the fees of exist- 
ing officers. 

§ 13. Every person who is elected or appointed to any office in 
this Htate, who shall be paid in whole or in part by fees, shall be 
required by law to make a semi-annual report, under oath, to some 
Dfficer to be designated by law, of all his fees and emoluments. 
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ARTICLE XL 

CORPORATIONS. 

ii 1. Orjriuiization of Cori)oratiuiis. 8 10. INM-snnal Property of Railroads. 

S L'. Kxistjnj? Chartors. .« 11. Consolulationa. 

§ :i. Elootioii of DiroctorH or Manji|?t'rrt. § 12. Railroads Deomed Hijfhways— Rato^ 

15 4. ('oustruet ion of Stn'ct Railroads. Fixed. 

8 5. HtateRankForbldden— (loiu'ral Law. § \'\. Stock, Bomls and Dividends. 

§ 6. Liability of Bank Stockholder. iS 14. Power Over Existintf Companies. 

iS 7. Suspension of Specie Payment. {i 15. Frei^rlit and Passenger Tariffs Regit 

§ 8. Of a Oeneral Banking: Law. lated. 

§ 9. Railroad— Transfer Oflflces, Reports. 

§ 1. No corporation snail be created by special laws, or its char"" 
ter extended, changed or amended, except those for charitable, ed 
ucational, penal or reformatory purposes, which are to be and re- 
main under the patronage and control of the State, but the genera- 
assembly shall provide, by general laws, for the organization of all 
corporations hereafter to be created. 

§ 2. All existing charters or grants of special or exclusive privi- 
leges, under which organization shall not have taken place, or 
which shall not have been in operation within ten days from the 
time this constitution takes effect, shall thereafter have no validity 
or effect whatever. 

§ 3. The general assembly shall provide, by law, that in all 
elections for directors or managers of incorporated companies, 
every stockholder shall have the right to vote, in person or by 
proxy, for the nunaber of shares of stock owned by him, for as 
many persons as there are directors or managers to be elected, or 
to cumulate said shares, and give one candidate as many votes as 
the number of directors multiplied by the number of his shares ol 
stock shall equal, or to distribute them on the same principle 
among as many candidates as he shall think fit ; and such directors 
or managers shall not be elected in any other manner. 

§ 4. No law shall be passed by the general assembly granting 

the right to construct and operate a street railroad within anj 

city, town or incorporated village, without requiiang the consent oi 

the local authorities having the control of the street or highway 

. proposed to be occupied by such street railroad. 

BANKS. 

§ 5. No State bank shall hereafter be created, nor shall the 
State own or be liable for any stock in any corporation or joint 
stock company or association for banking purposes now created, oi 
to be hereafter created. No act of the general assembly author- 
izing or creating corporations or associations with banking powers, 
whether of issue, deposit or discount, nor amendments thereto, 
shall go into effect or in any manner be in force, unless the same 
shall be submitted to a vote of the people at the general electior 
next succeeding the passage of the same, and be approved b3 
a majority of all the votes cast at such election for or againsi 
such law. 

§ 0. Every stockholder in a banking corporation or institutior 

shM be individually responsible and liable to its creditors, ovei 

and above the amount of stock by him or Yiet \ift\^, \»o «ai ^tcioxtq! 



equal to his or her respective shares so held, for all its liabilities 
accruing while he or she remaiDS such stockholder. 

§ 7. The suspension of specie payments by banking institutions^ 
on their circulation, created by the laws of tbis State, shall never 
be permitted or sanctioned. Every banking association now, or 
wh.ich may hereafter be, organized under the laws of this State^ 
shall ma'ke and publish a full and accurate quarterly statement of 
its affairs (which shall be cerfcitied to, under oath, by one or more 
of its officers) as may be provided by law. 

§ 8. If a general banking law shall be enacted, it shall provide 
for the registry and countersigning, by an officer of State, of all 
bills or paper credit designed to circulate as money, and require 
security, to the full amount thereof, to be deposited with the state 
^I'easurer, in United States or Illinois State stocks, to be rated at 
ten per cent, below their par value ; and in case of a depreciation 
of said stocks to the amount of ten per cent, below par, the bank 
oir banks owning said stocks shall be required to make up said 
^^ficiency by depositing additional stocks. And said law shall also 
PiT'ovide for the recording of the names of all stockholders in such 
Corporations, the amount of stock held by each, the time of any 
"ti^ansfer thereof, and to whom such transfer is made. 

RAILROADS. 

§ 9. Every railroad corporation organized or doing business in 
this State, under the laws or authority thereof, shall have and 
inaintain a public office or place in this State for the transactioni 
of its business, where transfers of stock shall be made, and in 
which shall be kept, tor public inspection, books in which shall be- 
recorded the amount of capital stock subscribed, and by whom ;: 
the names of the owners of its stock, and the amounts owned by 
them respectively; the amount of stock paid in, and by whom;, 
the transfers of said stock; the amount of its assets and liabilities, 
and the names ana place of residence of its officers. The directors 
of every railroad corporation shall annually make a report, under 
oath, to the auditor of public accounts, or some officer to be des- 
ignated by law, of all their acts and doings, which report shall 
include such matters relating to railroads as may be prescribed by 
law. And the general assembly shall pass laws enforcing by 
suitable penalties the provisions of this section. 

§ 13. The rolling stock, and all other movable property belonging 
to any railroad company or corporation in this State, shall be con- 
sidered personal property, and shall be liable to execution and sale 
in the same manner as the personal property of individuals, and 
the general assembly shall pass no law exempting any such prop- 
erty from execution and sale. 

§ 11. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, property 
or franchises with any other railroad corporation owning a parallel 
or competing line ; and in no case shall any consolidation take place 
except upon public notice given, of at least sixty days, to all stock- 
holders, in such manner as may be provided by law. A majority of 
the directors of any railroad corporation, now incorporated or here- 
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after to be incorporated by the laws of this State, shall be citize 
and residents of this State. 

§ 12. Eailways heretofore constructed or that may hereafter l3e 
constructed in this State, are hereby declared public highways, an^-d 
shall be free to all persons for the transportation of their personas 
and property thereon, under such regulations as may be prescribed 
by law. And the general assembly shall, from time to time, pa.^B 
laws establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges for the tran ^* 
portation of passengers and freight on the different railroads in tb. ^■-B 
State. 

§ 13. No railroad corporation shall issue any stock or bond 
except for money, labor, or property actually received and appli 
to the purposes for which such corporation was created; and 
stock dividends, and other fictitious increase of capital stock or i 
debtedness of any such corporation, shall be void. The capi 
stock of no railroad corporation shall be increased for any purpo 
except upon giving sixty days public notice, in such manner as m 
be provided by law. 

§ 14. The exercise of the power and the right of eminent 
main shall never be so construed or abridged as to prevent the ta* 
ing, by the general assembly, of the property and franchises of i 
corporated companies already organized, and subjecting them to tb 
public necessity the same as of individuals. The right of trial 
jury shall be held inviolate in all trials of claims for compensatio 
when, in the exercise of the said right of eminent domain, any in 
corporated .company shall be interested either for or against the ex 
ercise of said right. 

§ 15. The general assembly shall pass laws to correct abases 
and prevent unjust discrimination and extortion in the rates o' 
freight and passenger tariffs on the different railroads in this State, 
and enforce such laws by adequate penalties, to the extent, if neces- 
sary for that purpose, of forfeiture of their property and franchises. 

ARTICLE XII. 





MILITIA. 



§ 1. Persons Liable to Duty, 

§ i. Organization— Eqiuipment— Discipline. 

§ 3. Officers. 



§ 4. Privileged from Arrest. 
§ 5. Records, etc., Preservation. 
I 6. Exemption from Duty. 



§ 1. The militia of the State of Illinois shall consist of all able- 
bodied male persons, resident in the State, between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five, except such persons as now are or hereafter 
may be exempted by the laws of the United States or of this State. 

§ 2. The general assembly, in providing for the organization, 
equipment and discipline of the militia, shall conform as nearly as 
practicable to the regulations for the government of the armies of 
the United States. 

§ 3. All militia officers shall be commissioned by the governor, 
and may hold their commissions for such time as the general as- 
sembly may provide. 
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§ 4. The militia shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or 
each of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attend- 
ice at musters and elections, and in going to and returning from 
e same. 

§ 5. The military records, banners and relics of the State shall 
preserved as an enduring memorial of the patriotism and valor 
Illinois, and it shall be the duty of the general assembly to pro- 

ie l>y law for the safe-keeping ot the same. 

§ 6. No person having conscientious scruples against bearing 
ms shall be compelled to do militia duty in time of peace: Pro- 
Zed, such person shall pay an equivalent for such exemption. 

ARTICLE XIII. 



WAREH0U8EP. 



§ 5. Delivery of Grain by Railroatls. 
i § 6. Warehouse Receipts. 
, I 7. Grain Inspection . 



1. Public Warehouses. 

2. Weekly Statements Required. 
^ . Examination of Property Stored . 
A. Delivery of Full Weights. ! 

§ 1. All elevators or storehouses where grain or other property 
stored for a compensation, whether the property stored be kept 
jparate or not, are declared to be public warehouses. 

§ 2. The owner, lessee or manager of each and every public 
^rehouse situated in any town or city of not less than one hun- 
ed thousand inhabitants, shall make weekly statements under 
.th, before some officer to be designated by law, and keep the 
me posted in some conspicuous place in the office of such ware- 
►use, and sh ill also file a copy for public examination in such 
ace as shall be designated by law, which statement shall correctly 
t forth the amount and grade of each and every kind of grain in 
ch warehouse, together with such other property as may be stored 
erein, and what warehouse receipts have been issued, and are, at 
e time of making such statement, outstanding therefor; and shall, 
. the copy posted in the warehouse, note daily such changes as 
ay be made in the quantity and grade of grain in such ware- 
►use; and the different grades of grain shipped in separate lots 
all not be mixed with inferior or superior grades without the cou- 
nt of the owner or consignee thereof. 

§ 3. The owners of property stored in any warehouse, or holder 
a receipt for the same, shall always be at liberty to examine 
ch property stored, an I all the books and records of the ware- 
)use, in regard to such property. 

§ 4. All railroad companies and other common carriers on rail- 
ads shall weigh or measure grain at points where it is shipped 
id receipt for the full amount, and shall be responsible for the 
slivery of such amount to the owner or consignee thereof, at tiie 
ace of destination. 

§ 5. All railroad companies receiving and transporting grain in 
ilk or otherwise, shall deliver the same to any consignee thereof, 
' any elevator or public warehouse to which it may be consigned, 
•ovided such consignee or the elevator or public warehouse can b^ 
ached by any track owned, leased oi w^^^, ox ^\i\Osi ^^ys^.\i^ x^"^^. 



by such railroad companies; and all railroad companies shall p»r- - 
mit connections to be made with their track, so that any such con- 
signee and any public warehouse, coal bank or coal yard may Ije 
reached by the cars on said railroad. 

§ G. It shall be the duty of the fzcnoral assembly to pass a*ll 
necessary laws to ])revent the issue of false and fraudulent ware- 
house receipts, «nd to give full effect to this article of the constii- 
tution. wiiich shall be liberally cbastiued so as to protect producoxrs 
nnd shippers. And the enumeration of the remedies herein naniL^^ 
shall not be construed to deny to the general assembly the pow^i 
to prescribe by law such other and further remedies as may l^® 
found expedient, or. to deprive any per^^on of existing common 1 f»- ^ 
remeiiies. 

§ 7. The general assembly shall pass laws for the inspection ^^' 
grain, for the protection of producers, shippers and receivers ^^' 
grain and produce. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

§1. 15.V a ('onvontion. I §2. Prop08«d by the Lo>4slature. 

§ 1. Whenever two-thirds of the members of each house of i 
general assembly shall, by a vote entered upon the journals there 
concur that a convention is necessary to revise, alter or amend t 
constitution, the question shall be submitted to the electors at t 
next general election. If a majority voting at the election vote f 
a convention, the general assembly shall, at the next session, pr*' 
vide lor a convention, to consist of double the number of membe 
of the senate, to be elected in the same manner, at the sa 
places, and in the same districts. The general assembly shall, 
the act calling the convention, designate the day, hour and pla 
of its meeting, fix the pay of its members and ofiicers, and provi 
for the payment of the same, together with the expenses necessari 
incurred by the convention in the performance of its duties. B 
fore proceeding, the members shall take an oath to support thr^ 
constitution of the United States, and of the State of Illinois, an 
to faithfully discharge their duties as members of the conventio 
The qualitication of members shall be the same as that of merdber 
of the senate, and vacancies occurring shall be filled in the man. 
ner provided for filling vacancies in the general assembly. Sai_ 
convention shall meet within three months after such election, ancl 
prepare such revision, alteration or amendments of the constitutior:^ 
as shall be deemed necessary, which shall be submitted to th^ 
electors for their ratification or rejection at an election appointed 
by the convention for that purpose, not less than two nor more than 
six months after the adjournment thereof; and unless so submitted, 
and approved by a majority of the electors voting at the election, 
no such revision, alteration or amendments shall take effect. 

§ 2. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed in either 

house of the general assembly, and if the same shall be voted for 

by two-thirds of all the members elected to each of the two houses, 

s/ielj proposed amendments, together with the yeas and nays of 
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each house thereon, shall be entered in full on then* respective 
journals, and said amendments shall be submitted to the electors 
of this State for adoption or rejection, at the next election of mem- 
bers of the general assembly, in such manner as may be prescribed 
by law. The proposed amendments shall be published in full at 
least three months preceding the election, and if a majority of tlie 
electors voting at said election shall vote for the prooosed amend- 
tnents, they shall become a part of this constitution. But the 
general assembly shall have no power to propose amendments to 
oaore than one article of this constitution at the same session, 
aor to the same article oftener than once in four years. 



SECTIONS SEPARATELY SUBMITTED. 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

Uiiiois Central Knilroad. I Illinois and MicliiKan Canal. 

*^^* Tiicipal SnbH(^'ription.s t<» "Corporal ions. | 

^^0 contract, obligation or liability whatever, of the Illinois Cen- 
^^1 Eailroad Company to pay any money into the State treasury, 
^^r any lien of the State upon, or right to tax property of said 
^Xnpany, in accordance with the provisions or the charter of said 
^^I3ipany, approved February tenth, in the year of our Lord one 
^ousand eight hundred and fifty-one, shall ever be released, sus- 
^uded, modified, altered, remitted, or in any manner diminished or 
^^^^paired by legislative or other authority; and all moneys derived 
^^ra said company, after the payment of the State debt, shall be 
t^propriated and set apart for the payment of the ordinary expenses 
^ the State government, and for no other purposes whatever. 

MINORITY REPRESENTATION. 

I Sec S(^Ptions 7 and 8. Artich' IV, muxo lO.J 

MUNICIPAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RAILROADS OR PRIVATE CORPORATIONS. 

,No county, city, town, township, or other municipality, shall ever 
become subscriber to the capital stock of any railroad or private 
Corporation, or make donation to or loan its credit in aid of sucli 
corporation : FrovidecU however, that the adoption of this article 
^hall not be construed as affecting the right of any such munici- 
f)ality to make such subscriptions where the same have been author- 
ized, under existing laws, by a vote of the people of such munici- 
|)alities prior to such adoption. • 

CANAL. 

The Illinois and Michigan Canal shall never be sold or leased 
until the specific proposition for the sale or lease thereof shall first 
have been submitted to a vote of the people of the State, at a gen- 
eral election, and have been approved by a majority of all the votes 
polled at such election. The general assembly shall never loan the 
credit of the State, or make appropriations from the treasury there- 
of, in aid of railroads or canals : Provided, that any surplus earnings 
of any canal may be appropriated for its eular^<^\ae.wt. qx. ^'^'k^^nss^. 
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SCHEDULE. 

f 1. Laws in Force Komain Valid. i § 4. County Courts. 

i 2. Finos, Penalties and Forfeitures. [ § 5. All Existing Courts Continued. 

S 3. Reeoj?nizances, Bonds, Obligations. I § 6. Persons Now in Office Continued. 



\ 



That no inconveuience may arise from the alterations and amen^' 
ments made in the constitution of this State, and to carry the sax^ct^ 
into complete effect, it is hereby ordained and declared : 

§ 1. That all laws in force at the adoption of this constitutio 
not inconsistent therewith, and all rights, actions, prosecutioiB^ 
claims and contracts of the State, individuals, or bodies corporate 
shall continue to be as valid as if this constitution had not be 
adopted. 

§ 2. That all lines, taxes, penalties and forfeitures, due and owic::^ i 
to the State of Illinois under the present constitution and lav^r^ 
shall inure to the iise of the people of the State of Illinois, und^^ 
this constitution. 

§ 3. Eecogoizances, bonds, obligations, and all other instrument?^ 
entered into or executed before the adoption of this constitution, t 
the people of the State of Illinois, to any State or county officer", 
or public body, shall remain binding and valid; and rights and lia^ 
bilities upon the same shall continue, and all crimes and misde^ 
meanors shall be tried and punished as though no change had been 
made in the constitution of this State. 

§ 4. County courts for the transaction of county business in coun- 
ties not having adopted township organization shall continue in 
existence, and exercise their present jurisdiction until the board of 
county commissioaers provided in this constitution is organized in 
pursuance of an act of the general assembly ; and the county courts 
in all other counties shall have the same power and jurisdiction 
they now possess until otherwise provided by law. 

§ o. All existing courts which are not in this constitution speci- 
fically enumerated shall continue in existence and exercise their 
present jurisdiction until otherwise provided by law. 

§ 6. All persons now filling any office or appointment shall con- 
tinue in the exercise of the duties thereof according to their respec- 
tive commissions or appointments, unless by this constitution it is 
otherwise directed. 

[Sections 7 to 17, both inclusive, providinjjj for the Ku])mission of this constitution and 
voting therciou by the people, became inoperative by the ador»ti<)n of this constitution.] 

§ 7. On the day this constitution is submitted to the people for 
ratification an election shall be held for judges of the supreme 
court in the second, third, sixth and seventh judicial election dis- 
tricts designated in this constitution, and for the election of three 
judges of the circuit court in the county of Cook, as provided for 
in the article of this constitution relating to the judiciary, at 
which election every person entitled to vote, according to the terms 
of this constitution, shall be allowed to vote, and the election shall 
be otherwise conducteri, returns made, and certificates issued, in 
accordance with existing laws, except that no registry shall be 
required at said election: Providet^, that at said election in the 
countj of Cook no elector shall vote for more than two candidates 



/ox" circuit judge. If, upon canvassing the votes for and against 
tbc adoption of this constitution, it shall appear that there has 
l>©cn polled a greater number of votes against than for it, then na 
c^xtiticates of election shall be issued for any of said supreme or 
eixTcuit judges. 

§ 8. This constitution shall be submitted to the people of the 
S-fcate of Illinois for adoption or rejection at an election to be held 
c^y:! the first Saturday in July, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
^ight hundred and seventy, and there shall be separately submitted 
the same time, for adoption or rejection, sections nine, ten, 
even, twelve, thirteen, fourteen and fifteen relating to rail- 
ads, in the article entitled ** Corporations," the article entitled 
Counties," the article entitled ** Warehouses," the question of 
quiring a three-fifths vote to remove a county seat, the section 
•^^ating to the Illinois Central Bailroad, the section in relation to 
^^Ciinority representation, the section relating to municipal subscrip- 
^^ODS to railroads or private corporations, and the section relating^ 
^^D the canal. Every person entitled to vote under the provisions* 
i this constitution, as defined in the article in relation to suffrage, 
lall be entitled to vote for the adoption or rejection of this con- 
iitution, and for or against the articles, sections and questions* 
foresaid, separately submitted, and the said qualified electors shall 
ote at the usual places of voting, unless otherwise provided ; and 
he said election shall be conducted, and returns thereof made, 
ccording to the laws now in force regulating general elections, 
Except that no registry shall be required at said election : Provided^ 
^owex^eTy that the polls shall be kept open for the reception of 
1)allots until sunset of said day of election. 

§ 9. The secretary of state shall, at least twenty days before 
«aid election, cause to be delivered to the county clerk of each 
county, blank poll-books, tally-lists, and forms of return, and twice 
the number of properly prepared printed ballots for the said 
election that there are voters in such county, the expense whereof 
shall be audited and paid as other public printing ordered by the 
secretary of state is, by law, required to be audited and paid, and 
the several county clerks shall at least five days before said elec- 
tion, cause to be distributed to the board of election, in each elec- 
tion district in their respective counties, said blank poll-books, 
tally-lists, forms of return, and tickets. 

§ 10, At the said election the ballots shall be in the following: 
form: 

NEW CONSTITUTION TICKET. 

For all the propositions on this ticket which are not cancelled 
with ink or pencil, and against all propositions which are bo 
cancelled. 

For the new constitution. 

For the sections relating to railroads in the article entitled 
** Corporations." 

For the article entitled 'Counties." 

For the article entitled '*Waieho\iaeft" 
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For a three-fifths vote to remove county seats. 

For the section relating to the Illinois Central Railroad. 

For the section relating to minority representation. 

For the section relating to municipal subscriptions to railroads 
or private corporations. 

For the section relating to the canal. 

Each of said tickets shall be counted as a vote cast for each 
proposition thereon not cancelled witli ink or pencil, and against 
each proposition so cancelled, and returns thereof shall be made 
accordingly by the judges of election. 

§ 11. The returns of the whole vote cast, and of the votes for 
tbe adoption or rejection of this constitution, and for or against 
the articles and sections respectively submitted, shall be made by 
iihe several county clerks, as is now provided by law, to the 
secretary of state, within twenty days after the election, and the 
returns of said votes shall, within five days thereafter, be examined 
and canvassed by the auditor, treasurer and secretary of state, ^ or 
any two of them, in the presence of the governor, and proclamation 
shall be made by the governor forthwith of the result of tb® 
canvass. 

§ 12. If it shall appear that a majority of the votes polled a»r^ 
^' for the new constitution," then so much of this constitution B>^ 
was not separately submitted to be voted on by articles and sec- 
tions, shall be the supreme law of the 8tate of Illinois on and B,tto^ 
Monday, the eighth day of August, in the year of our Lord on^ 
"thousand eight hundred and seventy; but if it shall appear that 
majority of the votes polled were ** against the new constitution/ 
then so much thereof as was not separately submitted to be votect 
on by articles and sections, shall be null and void. 

If it shall appear that a majority of the votes polled are "for 
"the sections relating to railroads in the article entitled 'Corpora- 
tions,' " sections nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen and 
iifteen, relating to railroads in the said article, shall be a part of the 
constitution of this State, but if a majority of said votes are against 
such sections, they shall be null and void. If a majority of the 
votes polled are *'for the article entitled 'Counties,' " such .article 
shall be part of the constitution of this Sta*e, and shall be sub- 
stituted for article seven, in the present constitution, entitled 
''Counties;" but if a majority of said votes are against such article 
the same shall be null and void. If a majority of the votes polled 
are "for the article entitled 'Warehouses,' " ruch article shall be 
part of the constitution of this State ; but if a majority of the v»>tes 
are against said article, the same shall be null and void. If a 
majority of the votes polled are for either of the sections separately 
submitted, relating respectively to the "Illinois Central Eailroad," 
"minority representation," "municipal subscriptions to railroads or 
private corporations," and the "canal," then such of said sections 
as shall receive such majority shall be a part of the constitution 
•of this State; but each of said sections so separately submitted 
against which respectively there shall be a majority of the votes 
polled, shall be null and void: Provided, that the section relating 
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'minority representation" shall not be declared adopted unless 
portion of the constitution not separately sabmitted to be voted 
by articles and sections shall be, adopted; and in case said sec- 
i relating to ''minority representation" shall become a portion of 
constitution, it shall be substituted for sections seven and eight 
the Legislative article. If a majority of, the votes cast at such 
*tion shall be for a thTee-tiftlia vote to remove a county seat, 
Li the words "a. major ty" shall be stricken out of section four 
bhe article on Counties, and the words "three-filths'' shall be in- 
:ed in lieu thereof, and the following words shall be added to 
i section, to- wit: "But when an attempt is made to remove a 
nty seat to a point nearer to the centre of a county, then a ma- 
ty vote only shall be necessary." If the foregoing proposition 
11 not receive a majority of the votes, as aforesaid, then the 
le shall have no effect whatever. 

13. Immediately after the adoption of this constitution, the 
ernor and secretary of state shall proceed to ascertain and lix 

apportionment of the State for members of the first house of 
resentatives under this constitution. The apportionment shall 
based upon the federal census of the year of our Lord one thou- 
id eight hundred and seventy, of the State of Illinois, and shall 
made strictly in accordance with the rules and principles an- 
mced in the article on the Legislative department of this con- 
ution: Provided, that in case the federal census aforesaid can 

be ascertained prior to Friday, the twenty-third day of Sep- 
iber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
enty, then the said apportionment shall be based on the State 
sus of the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
ty-five, in accordance with the rales and principles aforesaid. 
B governor shall, on or before Wednesday, the twenty-eighth day 
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
\ seventy, make official announcement of said apportionment, 
ler the great seal of the State; and one hundred copies thereof, 
y certified, shall be forthwith transmitted by the secretary of 
te to each county clerk for distribution. 

14. The districts shall be regularly numbered by the secretary 
state, commencing with Alexander co.unty as number one, and 
ceeding then northwardly through the State, and terminating with 

county of Cook, but no county shall be numbered as more than 

district, except the county of Cook, which shall constitute three 
:ricts, each embracing the territory contained in the now existing 
resentative districts of said county. And on the Tuesday after 

first Monday in November, in the year of our Lord one tliou- 
d eight hundred and seventy, ihe members Of the first house of 
resentatives under this constitution shall be elected according to 

apportionment fixed and announced as aforesaid, and shall hold 
ir offices for two years, and until their successors shall be elected- 
I qualified. 

15. The senate, at its first session under this constitution, shall 
sist of fifty members, to be chosen as follows: At ihe general 
jtion held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of No- 
iber, ill the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred an I 
enty, two senators shall be elected in. d\'atx\Q.\»'e> ^\\fe^^ S^^V^t^s^^ 
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8eaa*^^ors expires on the first Monday of. January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, or where there 
shall be a vacancy, and in the remaining districts one senator shall 
be" elected. Senators so elected shall hold their office two years. 

§ 16. The general assembly, at its first session held after the adop- 
tion of this constitution, sball proceed to apportion the State for 
members of the senate and house of representatives, in accordance 
with the provisions of the article on the legislative department. 

§ 17. When this constitution shall be ratified by the people, the 
governor shall forthwith, after having ascertained the fact, issue 
writs of election to the sheriflfs of the several counties of the State, 
or in case of vacancies, to the coroners, for the election of all the 
officers the time of whose election is fixed by this constitution or 
schedule, and it shall be the duty of said sheriflfs or coroners to 
give such notice of the time and place of said election as is now 
prescribed by law. 

§ 18. All laws of the State of Illinois and all official writings • 
and the executive, legislative and judicial proceedings, shall be cori--' 
ducted, preserved and published in no other than the English larE-" 
guage. 

§ 19. The general assembly shall pass all laws necessary iC^ 
carry into effect the provisions of this constitution. 

§ 20. The circuit clerks of the diflferent counties having a pop — 
ulatipn over sixty thousand shall continue to be recorders (ei officio^^ 
for their respective counties, under this constitution, until the ex- 
piration of their respective terms. 

§ 21. The judges of all courts of record in Cook county shall, 
in lieu of any salary provided for in this constitution, receive the 
compensation provided by law until the adjournment of the first 
session of the general assembly after the adoption of this consti- 
tution. 

§ 22. The present judge of the circuit court of Cook county shall 
continue to hold the circuit court of Lake county until otherwise 
provided by law. 

§ 23. When this constitution shall be adopted and take eflfect as 
the supreme law of the State of Illinois, the two-mill tax provided 
to be annually assessed and collected upon each dollar's worth of 
taxable property in addition to all other taxes, as set forth. in article 
fifteen of the now existing constitution, shall cease to be assessed 
after the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy. 

§ 24. Nothiilg contained in this constitution shall be so con- 
strued as to deprive the general assembly of power to authorize 
the city of Quincy to create any indebtedness for railroad or munici- 
pal purposes for which the people of said city shall have voted and 
to which they shall have given, by such vote, their assent, prior to 
the thirteenth days of De3enb9r, in the year of aur Lord one 
thousind eight hundred and sixty-nine: Provided, that no such in- 
debtedness so created, shilL in any part thereof, be paid by the State 
or from any State revenue tax or fund, but the same shall be paid, if 
at all, by the said ci>y of Qaincy alone, and by taxes to be levied 
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pon tbe taxable property thereof: And, provided, Jurther, that the 
meral assembly shall have no power in the premises that it could 
)t exercise under the present constitution of the State. 

§ 25. In case this constitution, and the articles and sections 
bmitted separately be adopted, the existing constitution shall cease 
all its provisions; and in case this constitution be adopted, and 
y one or more of the articles or sections submitted separately be 
feated, the provisions of the existing constitution, if any, on the 
tne subject shall remain in force. 

^ 26. The provisions of this constitution required to be executed 
Lor to the adoption or rejection thereof, shall take effect and be 
force immediately. 

Done in convention at the capitol in the city of Springfield, on 
3 thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
jht hundred and seventy, and of the independence of the United 
ates of America the ninety- fourth. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names. 



William J. Allen, 
John Abbott, 
James C. Allen, 
Elliott Anthony, 
Wm. K. Archer, 
Henry I. Atkins, 
James G. Bayne, 
R. M, Benjamin, 
H. P. H. Bromwell, 
O. H. Browning, 
Wm. G. Bowman, 
Silas L. Bryan, 
H. P. Buxton, 
Daniel Cameron, 
William Gary, 
Lawrence S. Church, 
Hiram H. Cody, 
W. F. Coolbaugh, 
Alfred M, Craig, 
Rober J. Cross, 
Samuel P. Cummings, 
John Dement, 
G. S. Eldridge, 
James W. English, 
David Ellis, 
Ferris Forman, 
Jesse C. Fox, 
Miles A. Fuller, 
John P. Gamble, 
Addison Goodell, 
John C. Haines, 
Elijah M. Haines, 
John W. Hankins, 



Charles Hitchcock, President. 

Jas. McCoy, 
Charles E. McDowell, 
William C. Goodhue, 
Joseph Medill, 
Clifton H. Moore, 
Jonathan Merriam, 
Joseph Parker, 
Samuel C. Parker, 
Peleg S. Perley, 
J. S. Poage, 
Edward Y. Rice. 
James P. Robinson, 
Lewis W. Ross, 
Robert A. King, 
William P. Pierce, 
N. J. Pillsbury, 
John Schollield, 
James M. Sharp, 
Henrv Sherrell, 
Wm. H. Snyder, 
0. C. Skinner, 
Westel W. Sedgwick, 
Charles F. Springer, 
John L. Tincher, 
C. Truesdale, 
Henry Tubbs, 
Thomas J. Turner, 
Wm. H. Underwood, 
Wm. L. Vandeventer, 
Henry W. Wells, 
George E. Wait, 
George W. Wall. 
R. B. Sutherlaud^ 
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K. P. Hanna, D. C. Wagner, 

Joseph Hart, George R Wendling, 

Abel Harwood, Chas. Wheaton, 

Milton Hay, L. D. Whiting. . 

Samuel Snowden Hayes, John H. Wilson, 

Jesse S. Hildrup, Orlando H. Wright. 

Attest: John Q. Harmon, Secretary, 

Daniel Shepard, First Assistant Secretary. 
A. H. Swain, Second Assistant Secretary, 

AMENDMENTS. 

'FIRST AMENDMENT. 

Article IV. — Section 31. 

Proposed by the Thirtieth General Assembly, 187 7 ^ and adopted by cs- 
vote of tlie People on the 5th day of November, A, D. 1878, 

draixage. 

The General Assembly may pass laws permitting the owners c>f 
lands to construct drains, ditches and levees for agricultural, saai- 
tary or mining purposes across the lands of others, and provide for 
the organization of drainage districts and vest the corporate authoxr- 
ities thereof with power to construct and maintain levees, drain fi* 
and ditches, and to keep in repair all drains, ditches and leve0^ 
heretofore constructed under the laws of this State, by specisi'l 
assessments upon the property benefited thereby. 

SECOND amendment. ^ 

Article X, Section 8. 

Proposed by the Thirty -first General Assembly, 1879, and adopted by €^ 
vote of the People on the 2d dxy of November, A, D,1S80, 

COUNTY OFFICERS. 

In each county there shall be elected the following county oflicerft 
at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after the flrsi' 
Monday in November, A. D. 1882 : A county judge, county clerk> 
sheriff and treasurer, and at the election to be held on the^ first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, A. D. 1834, a coroner 
and clerk of the circuit court (who may be ex-officio recorder of 
deeds, except in counties having 60,000 and more inhabitants, in 
which counties a recorder of deeds shall be elected at the general 
election in 1884.) Each of said officers shall enter upon the duties 
of his office, respectively, on the first Monday of December after hi& 
election, and they shall hold their respective offices for the term of 
four years, and until their successors are elected and qualified: 
Provided, that no person having once been elected to the ofGlce of 
sheriff or treasurer shall be eligible to re-election to said offices, for 
four years after the expiration of the term for which he shall have» 
been elected. 
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third amendment. 

Article Y, Section 10. 

Proposed by the Thiriij-third Gencnd Asscvihly 1883, and adopted by a 
rote of the People on the -ith daif of November, A. D. 1884. 

VETO POWER OF QHE GOVERNOR. 

Every bill passed by the general assembly shall, before it be- 
comes a law, be presented to the governor. If he approve, he shall 
sign it, and thereupon.it shall become a law; but if he do not ap- 
"prove, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which 
H shall have originated, which house shall enter the objections at 
large upon its journal and proceed to reconsider the bill. If then 
two-thirds of the members elected agree to pass the Fame, it shall 
.to sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which 
^t shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of 
^ie members elected to that house, shall become a law, notwith- 
standing the objections of the governor; but m all such cases the 
''otc of each house shall be determined by yeas and nays, to be en- 
^J^e^d upon the journal. Bills making appropriations of money out 
^ the treasury shall specify the objects and purposes for which the 
^^oie are made, and appropriate to them respectively their several 
'^^Oounts in distinct items and sections. And if the governor shall 
^t approve any one or more of the items or sections contained in 
^y bill, but shall approve the residue thereof, it shall become a law 
'^ to the residue in like manner as if he had signed it. The gov- 
^mor shall then return the bill, with his objections to the items or 
^ctions of the same not approved by him, to the house in which 
Me bill shall have originated, which house shall enter the objec- 
'^ons at large upon its journal, and proceed to reconsider so much 
^f said bill as is not approved by the governor. The same pro- 
ceedings shall be had in both houses in reconsidering the same as 
^s hereinbefore provided in case of an entire bill returned by the 
governor with his objections ; and if any item or section of said bill 
tiot approved by the governor shall be passed by two-thirds of the 
niembers elected to each of the two houses of the general assembly, 
it shall become part of said law, notwithstanding the objections of 
the governor. Any bill which shall not be returned by the gov- 
ernor within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 
presented to him, shall become a law in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the general assembly shall by their adjournment 
prevent its return, in which case it shall be filed with his objections 
in the office of the secretary of state, within ten days after such 
adjournment, or become a law. 

FOUhTH AMENDMENT. 

Proposed by the Thirty-fourth General Aasembly, 1885, and adopted by a 
vote of the People on the Mi day of November , A. I). 1886, 

CONTHACT CONVICT LAB )R. 

Hereafter it shall be unlawful for the commissioners of any peni- 
tentiary or other reformatory institution in the State of Illinois to 
let by contract to any person or pers^ou^, ot Q.ot^ort^Xxw^'^, n^^\^^x 
of any convict coniined within said m^\)\\.\xWo\i, 



